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The Magic of 
Disney at Night
Story and Photos by
Tim Foster
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Something truly magical happens at Walt Disney World 

when the sun sets. The grays of Cinderella Castle and 

the muted tiles of Spaceship Earth give way to a rainbow of 

brilliant colors; transforming the parks into shimmering 

kaleidoscopes of color. Every building, every land, takes 

on a whole new feeling. The whimsical pathways of 

Adventureland turn into mysterious jungles. The futuristic 

trappings of Tomorrowland transform into a kinetic, 

colorful city of the future.  Even the early 20-the century 

elegance of the Hollywood Hotel is magically turned into 

the creepy, foreboding Tower of Terror. 

No matter where you are at Walt Disney World, the night 

brings on a whole new adventure, and it’s here that the 

Imagineers have pulled out all the stops to create a magical, 

breathtaking world in which anything is possible. The Tree 

of Life coming to life? Sure! The Chinese Theatre at Disney’s 

Hollywood Studios becoming a giant canvas? Why not! 

This is where dreams come true after all; and as you walk 

through the bioluminescent forests of Pandora and the 

brilliantly lit turrets in New Fantasyland, you’ll experience a 

sense of wonder and amazement that you just can’t put into 

words. And since words won’t do it justice, we thought we’d 

take a short journey though the magical nighttime worlds 

of Disney through this special pictorial. So join us as we set 

off on a twilight tour of the most magical place on Earth, and 

who knows...your dreams might just come true!
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Relive the Magic of Walt Disney World’s most beloved nighttime moments 
with the beautiful pictorials in our newest Collector’s Edition book:

Nighttime Magical Memories
• Wishes,

• IllumiNations
• The Osborne Family Spectacle of Dancing Lights, and

• The Main Street Electrical Parade

This collectible, 128-page hard-cover coffee-table book is filled with memories you can treasure forever!

And, as a reader of WDW Monthly, you can use the coupon code
“NIGHT” to save 30% off the cover price!

Click Here to Order, and Use Code NIGHT to Save 30%!

https://www.celebrationspress.com/product/disney-nighttime-memories/
https://www.celebrationspress.com/product/disney-nighttime-memories/
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Have you ever dreamed of vacationing in a galaxy far, far away? Well dream no 

more...a new vacation experience unlike any other is coming to Walt Disney 

World in 2021. Star Wars fans of all ages will get the chance to cruise among the stars 

aboard the Star Wars Galactic Starcruiser; with a fully immersive experience unlike 

anything you’ve seen before. 

Star Wars: Galactic Starcruiser will offer a two-night itinerary, similar to Disney 

Cruise Line. But unlike a conventional cruise, this cruise will take you to the far 

reaches of the galaxy, where you and your family will get the chance to become 

heroes in your very own Star Wars story. 

Your adventures take place aboard the Halcyon, offering impeccable service and 

voyages to exotic destinations. Your home away from home will be a beautifully 

appointed cabin, but the Halycon offers much more than plush accommodations. 

In addition to the fine dining on board, you’ll get the chance to visit the Black 

Spire Outpost on Batuu (Galaxy’s Edge). What’s more, you’ll be immersed in a fully 

interactive adventure. Throughout your journey, you’ll get to participate in onboard 

activities, interact with characters and crew, and become part of the Star Wars saga. 

Your adventure begins when you arrive at the Galactic Starcruiser Terminal....
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Upon arrival, you’ll be invited to enter a Launch Pod 

for transport to the Halycon. Through the windows 

above, you’ll experience the dazzling sight of stars 

stretching to infinity as you make the jump to 

hyperspace, and soon you’ll arrive at the Halycon. 

Once your pod docks, you’ll arrive on the main deck 

Atrium, and it’s here that the fun REALLY begins. 

Your stay aboard the Starcruiser becomes a true 

adventure as you experience a fully-immersive 

adventure in which you interact with the crew, other 

passengers, make an excursion to Star Wars: Galaxy’s 

Edge at Disney’s Hollywood Studios.

You’ll get to wield a lightsaber as you face off against 

a training remote, and who knows...you just might 

discover your own connection with the Force. (But of 

course you always knew that connection was there...)

You’ll get to visit the Halycon’s Bridge, where you’ll get 

the chance to operate the navigational and defensive 

systems. Be prepared though; the lessons you learn 

here might be put to the test during the latter part of 

your journey. May the Force be with you!

Fun Facts – Star Wars: Galactic Starcruiser

•  Every window in the Halcyon – including those in 

each cabin – has a view of the galaxy beyond, with 

ever-changing vistas as the ship progresses from 

place to place.

•  You’ll be able to explore the Halcyon and even discover 

hidden spaces deep in the mechanics of the ship – 

perfect for uncovering secrets … or holding secret 

meetings.

•  No two adventures are alike, since the choices you 

make will determine how your Star Wars adventure 

unfolds!
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Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge is one of the most 

celebrated of all the Disney resorts, mainly due to its 

uniqueness. The Animal Kingdom Lodge makes you one 

with nature...literally! For it’s here that you’ll get an up 

close, intimate experience with exotic animals that roam 

the grounds of this lush, beautiful resort. But the Animal 

Kingdom Lodge is more than just a resort. It’s a complete 

cultural experience, meshing African traditions with the 

building styles, cuisines, décor, animals, birds, and plant life 

that can be found on the continent.

The resort’s main building is the Jambo House. This six-

story architectural masterpiece offers incredible views of 

the wildlife found throughout the savannas. Several open-

glass areas are scattered throughout the six levels of Jambo 

House, and each one provides a unique view. All Walt Disney 

World Guests are welcome to visit the Animal Kingdom 

Lodge anytime of the day to enjoy these spectacular views, 

not just Guests staying at the Animal Kingdom Lodge. The 

resort is also home to the DVC Kidani Village.

There are four main savannas at the Animal Kingdom 

Lodge. These include the Uzima, Sunset, and Arusha 

savannas, as well as the Pembe savanna over at Kidani 

Village. Each savanna is filled with amazing wildlife. You can 

find more than 30 different species of animals and birds on 

the savannas, including zebras, giraffes, impalas, wildebeest, 

and flamingos. At check-in, you’ll receive a Wildlife Field 

Guide with a complete list of the species that can be found 

at the resort. 

Recreation & Dining

Need to cool off between trips to the parks? You’ll find 

plenty of beautifully themed pools at the Animal Kingdom 

Lodge! The resort’s main pool is the Uzima Springs Pool, 

an 11,000-square-foot tropical oasis surrounded by large 

Floridian palms and featuring a 67-foot-long waterslide 

and zero-depth entry (making it feel like a natural beach). 

You’ll also find the Samawati Springs Pool over at the Kidani 

Villas. The more adventurous among you will thrill at the 

128-foot waterslide and, like the Uzima pool, this watering 

hole also includes a zero-depth-entry beach. For little 

ones, the Uwanja Camp at the Samawati Springs Pool is a 

water playground where kids can climb through cargo 

crates, unscramble animal images, and frolic through a 

gently bubbling geyser and shallow pool. At the Departure 

Zone, the fun cranks up a notch! Leaky water towers and 

squirting African irises make for a wet and wild adventure 

for kids 5 to 7 years of age, while at Base Camp, kids 8 years 

and up can douse each other with water cannons.

If swimming isn’t your thing, don’t worry...there’s still 

plenty to do at the Animal Kingdom Lodge! 

To start, don’t forget that this is the Animal Kingdom 

Lodge, and yes, you’ll find lots of animals here! Over 200 
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animals can be found here, including gazelles, kudu, and 

flamingos. Even if you don’t have a room overlooking one of 

the savannas, or if you’re just visiting, you can still do some 

animal watching at one of the many viewing areas located 

around the resort. 

For a more intimate wildlife experience, you don’t want 

to miss the Starlight Safari. The magic begins after the 

sun sets as you embark on a nighttime excursion aboard 

an open-sided safari vehicle. Feel the rush of night air as 

you rumble through lush scenery. You’ll be given a special 

night vision device that will allow you to see the savannah 

in whole new way. Keep your (night) eyes open for zebras, 

giraffes, gazelles, wildebeest and antelopes – plus flamingos, 

ostriches and over 20 other exotic African species.

You can also connect with the culture of Disney’s Animal 

Kingdom Lodge on the Sense of Africa backstage tour. This 

3-and-a-half-hour tour experience begins with a tour of 

the resort, where you’ll learn all about the authentic art 

and architecture that bring the storytelling of Africa to 

life. After a breakfast at Boma, you’ll climb aboard a private 

safari vehicle and head backstage where the Animal Care 

staff will lead you through a series of up-close encounters 

with some of the savanna’s most exotic animals.

Guests of Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge & Villas can also 

enjoy the Wanyama Safari and Dinner for up-close animal 

encounters followed by a delectable, multi-course feast.

Dining choices are aplenty, and include Jiko (shown above), 

offering up an elegant and delicious blend of traditional 

African, Indian and Mediterranean cuisine. Boma - Flavors 

of Africa features an all-you-care-to-enjoy buffet for both 

breakfast and dinner. Over at Kidani Village, you’ll find 

Sanaa, where you can savor slow-cooked meats, salads and 

vegetarian specialties as you discover African cooking with 

Indian flavors.

 Whether you’re enjoying the Animal Kingdom Lodge 

for the entire length of your stay or you’re just visiting the 

animals for an afternoon, the Lodge is sure to provide an 

experience of a lifetime!

Animal Kingdom Lodge Fun Facts

•  In the evening, artificial moonlight lights up the savannas, 

offering a unique look at the animals at nighttime. 

•  You can even see wildlife while you enjoy a swim because 

the pool overlooks part of the Uzima Savanna. 

•  You can gather around the large mud fireplace inside 

Jambo House every day to hear vibrant retellings of 

African stories. 

•  The Animal Kingdom Lodge features plenty of Hidden 

Mickeys. In the main lobby, carefully study the log work. 

Also, look closely at the hallway carpeting all around the 

resort. For Hidden Mickey fun inside the Guest rooms, 

check the bedspreads.



28 · WDW Monthly Photo © Tim Foster28 · WDW Monthly



WDW Monthly • 29  WDW Monthly • 29



30 · WDW Monthly30 · WDW Monthly



WDW Monthly • 31 Photos ©Tim Foster

Greetings cadet! This is Star Command. The evil Emperor 

Zurg is up to his old tricks again, and the galaxy is in 

grave danger. We’ve received reports that he is attempting 

to steal crystolic fusion cells. Buzz Lightyear needs your 

help to stop him. Are you up to the challenge? It will take 

all your daring and skill, but if you succeed, you just might 

become the next Galactic Hero!

Before we begin, let’s address the interstellar elephant in 

the room. If you’ve closely followed the life of Buzz Lightyear, 

then you may already have heard this. Yes…it’s true. The Evil 

Emperor Zurg is Buzz’s father. And yes, they even played a 

game of catch together. But with that being said, Zurg is still 

committed to his role as the Evil Emperor and Buzz Lightyear 

is still faithful to his sworn duty to defend the galaxy.

Your mission begins in Tomorrowland within Walt Disney 

World’s Magic Kingdom on the planet Earth. The space 

station housing your adventure previously held several 

other attractions. The first was If You Had Wings, which was 

sponsored by Eastern Airlines. In 1987, Eastern was removed 

from the attraction and it was renamed If You Could Fly. The 

attraction utilized an Omnimover ride system. Created by 

Roger Broggie and Bert Brundage, the Omnimover allowed 

Guests to experience an attraction cinematically, rotating 

to direct the Guests’ line of sight toward a specific scene. 

The system remained in use when it was transformed into 

Delta Dreamflight (later known simply as Take Flight).

The Omnimover in Buzz Light Year’s Space Ranger Spin 

is slightly different from other Omnimover systems. It’s 

known as the XP-37 Space Cruiser. Rather than controlling 

your line of sight, you can rotate the vehicle to take aim at 

targets. Space Rangers who are feeling a little mischievous 

can even spin their Space Cruiser a full 360 degrees. In fact, 

they can spin it around and around and around. However, a 

word of caution: doing so can cause extreme dizziness and 

a bad case of the giggles.

Before you board your Space Cruiser, you’ll have to make 

your way through a queue. Along the way, you’ll notice a 

map of the Planets of the Galactic Alliance. You’ll find some 

peculiar planets here, including one called the Green Planet 

(which suspiciously looks like a friendly three-eyed alien 

we’ve encountered before). You’ll also pass by the “Power 

Center.” It contains several large crystolic fusion cells which, 

for some reason, are labeled “batteries.” A little further along, 

there is a giant Magna Doodle with a detailed drawing of 

your XP-37 Space Cruiser. Technically, you’ll be in a Junior 

Cadet Training vehicle, but don’t worry. It still has twin ion 

blasters, a spin toggle, and a crystolic fusion power unit.

As you approach the imposing figure of Buzz Lightyear 

(giving you the instructions you’ll need for your mission) 

there is another image zooming in on a few of the planets 

of the Galactic Alliance. Look for the planet Pollost Prime 

and see if you notice anything peculiar about it! The Buzz 

Lightyear figure is actually a large Audio-Animatronic, and 

his face is brought to life through screen projection. If you 

happen to be a fan of retro toys, you’ll also want to stop and 

admire the enormous View-Master located next to Buzz. 

So, what exactly is your mission? Why, to defeat Zurg and 

keep him from capturing crystolic fusion cells of course! 

But how? Well, as mentioned earlier, your Space Cruiser is 

equipped with two ion blasters. You’ll use these to shoot 
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targets scattered throughout the attraction. Targets have 

assigned point values. Hit a target and the points will pop 

on a small screen in your ship. Those points will tell you 

what rank you’ve achieved when your mission is complete. 

If you want to maximize your score, you’ll need to find the 

super-secret targets. Fortunately, a Galactic Hero named 

Tim Foster has made a video you can watch with hints on 

where to find them. (You can find the video at the end of 

the article!) 

Now, it’s finally time to board your Space Cruiser. After 

take-off, you’ll “fly” through a room filled with stars. A large 

disco ball sits in the center of the room with a few lights 

pointed at it, creating the glittering array of stars on the 

walls. You might also notice a little spaceman around the 

disco ball moon. Up until this point, your Space Cruiser has 

been locked, but in this room it comes to life. The rotate/

toggle control becomes active, as does the screen which will 

keep track of the points you’ve amassed.

Your battle begins in a room with two giant robots, one 

on each side of your ship. In the next room, you’ll travel 

through a weird interstellar landscape filled with alien 

creatures (some of which are pretty darn cute), and an 

enormous volcano that oozes green lava. Zurg’s minions 

are everywhere you turn, and he won’t leave you much time 

to rest. If you’re lucky enough to survive the alien planet, 

you’ll find yourself in a room with more robots. Even worse, 

Emperor Zurg himself makes an appearance! 

Try as you might, Zurg escapes out an Emergency Escape 

Hatch. Lucky for us, there are little green aliens to point us 

in the direction he fled. Your Space Cruiser then heads into 

the dark of outer space to catch the fleeing villain. Stars and 

planets swirl around on the walls and Zurg flies about firing 

at your ship. But don’t worry, the XP-37 is a fast ship, and you’ll 

catch up with Zurg in the next room. Buzz Lightyear will 

join you in this final assault. This is your last chance to earn 

points. Oh, and make sure to say cheese while you shoot at 

Zurg, because your picture will be snapped in this room too!

There’s one more stop on your journey. In this room, you’ll 

see that Zurg has been captured. An Audio-Animatronic of 

Buzz Lightyear is there to thank you for your work. Before 

leaving, take a look at the chart on the wall which shows 

you the rank you achieved based on your points:

Level 1 Star Cadet: 0 – 1,000

Level 2 Space Scout: 1,001 – 10,000

Level 3 Ranger 1st Class: 10,001 – 100,000

Level 4 Planetary Pilot: 100,001 – 300,000

Level 5 Space Ace: 300,001 – 600,000

Level 6 Cosmic Commando: 600,001 – 999,998

Level 7 Galactic Hero: 999,999+

After disembarking from your Space Cruiser, you’ll be able 

to view the picture taken of you and peruse the gift shop, but 

if you’re anything like me, you’re probably just going to run 

straight back into the queue, ready to embark on another 

high flying mission to infinity…and beyond!
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Take a virtual tour of Buzz Lightyear’s 
Space Ranger Spin in our newest 

Magical Moments video!!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3m7nQd2XsUk
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https://wdwcupcakes.com/
https://wdwcupcakes.com/
https://wdwcupcakes.com/baking-videos/creme-brulee-france-cupcakes/
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Enjoy the magic of 
Walt Disney World 
all year long with 

Celebrations  
digital magazine!

Each deluxe edition 
features 128 pages of 

articles, beautiful
photos, and fun-filled

videos. From parks and films 
to history and holiday happenings, you’ll discover the 

wonderful world of Disney magic with Celebrations!

Receive 4 quarterly issues for only $19.99*  

Order online at 
www.celebrationspress.com

If you have any questions about subscribing, you can contact us at
subscriptions@celebrationspress.com

https://www.celebrationspress.com/
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