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Halloween may be a long way off, but that didn’t stop the 

Disney Villains from taking over the Magic Kingdom to 

put on a party that promised Guests a wonderfully wicked 

time. The Disney Villains After Hours party is a ticketed 

event that transforms the Magic Kingdom into a spooky 

celebration filled with frightfully fun entertainment. 

In addition to “after hours” access to over 20 attractions 

(with a few spooky surprises along the way), the party 

offers up a scrumptious variety of sinful treats, as well as 

limited-edition merchandise, and delightfully frightening 

entertainment. 

This includes the Villains’ Cursed Caravan, featuring a 

giant steampunk fire-breathing Maleficent dragon, as well 

as  Ursula, Gaston, Oogie Boogie, Cruella DeVil, Captain Hook 

and more.

The Villains Unite the Night show takes place on the 

forecourt of Cinderella Castle, and stars Hades as he tries 

to put a plan into motion to rule the world (and beyond). 

He’s eventually joined by Meg, The Queen from Snow White 

and the Seven Dwarfs, Maleficent (in “human” form), Jafar and 

other creepy creeps.

The villainous snack offerings include “Painting the Roses 

Red” (Cheshire Café in Fantasyland), a cheesecake mousse 

with raspberry gelée, red cocoa butter and buttercream 

leaves (shown right), “Body Language” (Storybook Treats), a 

cookies-and-cream mousse with chocolate cake, glaçage 

and meringue tentacles garnished with a chocolate shell, 

and the “Five Dozen Eggs Slush” (Gaston’s Tavern), a frozen 

custard with brown sugar, topped with whipped cream 

and garnished with a cinnamon stick.

So grab your potions, put on that evil grin, and join us as 

we take a pictorial tour of this sinister soiree!
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A new Cirque du Soleil show, “Drawn to Life,” is set to premier this year at Disney Springs. Written and directed by 

Michel Laprise and with Fabrice Becker as Director of Creation, “Drawn to Life” is a live acrobatic journey telling the story 

of Julie, a determined girl who discovers an unexpected gift left by her Disney animator father: an unfinished animation. 

As she dives into the inner world of animation, Julie embarks on an inspiring quest guided by a surprising pencil and 

filled with her childhood Disney memories. The story is driven by ten unique acrobatic acts, including an energetic 

Rhythmic Gymnastics group number and a pencil-test-inspired Aerial Pole routine. The new show will also feature 

animation from beloved Disney films as well as all-new animation created by Disney artists.

The show will bring classic Disney animation sequences to life through dazzling acrobatics and the use of projections. 

All of it takes place in a totally immersive world that puts you on an animator’s desk, with sheets of paper surrounding 

the stage while a larger-than-life animator’s lamp towers overhead. This spellbinding show is sure to dazzle and amaze, 

and if you remember and loved La Nouba, “Drawn to Life” promises to continue the grand tradition of story-telling and 

masterful acrobatics that Cirque de Soleil is well known for. Once it debuts, “Drawn to Life” will perform two shows per 

day, Tuesday through Saturday, at Disney Springs at Walt Disney World Resort.

Artwork ©Disney
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For years, Disney fans enjoyed one of the most 

dazzling nighttime shows ever to be presented at 

Walt Disney World, IllumiNations in Epcot. This awe-

inspiring spectacular took us on an emotional journey 

starting with the creation of the Earth, culminating in 

the promise of a future with unlimited possibilities. 

When Epcot began its massive transformation, 

Disney announced that a new show would replace 

IllumiNations; HarmonioUS, slated to debut later this 

year. In the meantime, a new show burst over the waves 

of World Showcase Lagoon, Epcot Forever. The show 

is a celebration of Epcot’s history, told through the 

universal language of music. The stirring soundtrack 

pays homage to many beloved former attractions, 

including Horizons, the Universe of Energy, and even 

Kitchen Kabaret. 

The score was composed by noted conductor Don 

Harper, who came up with new arrangements for 

some of Epcot’s most memorable songs. The music 

plays against a backdrop of dazzling fireworks, lasers, 

choreographed lighting, and a new addition, magically 

illuminated kites that race to and fro across the lagoon.

Epcot Forever is more than just a temporary show; it 

sets the stage for the wondrous future that is coming 

to this beloved park, while also providing a nostalgic 

tribute to Epcot’s history...you’ll even hear the theme 

from the “Tapestry of Nations” parade!

Epcot Forever won’t be around for long, and we can’t 

wait for the debut of HarmonioUS. In the meantime 

though, we can enjoy the magical splendor of Epcot 

Forever with this dazzling pictorial. But it’s up to you to 

hum “One Little Spark” for all around you to hear!
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by Brittany DiCologero
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As one of the two original hotels that opened with the 

Magic Kingdom on October 1, 1971, Disney’s Polynesian 

Village Resort holds many memories for Disney Guests all 

over the world. From the sights (and scents) of the resort’s 

original lobby (which featured a lush array of tropical plants 

surrounding a cascading waterfall) to the rush to score for 

dinner reservations for ‘Ohana, visiting this resort is a must-

do for plenty of Guests to the Walt Disney World Resort.

Island Life

Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort is made up of themed 

areas based on different Polynesian destinations, all 

situated around the Great Ceremonial House. Each of the 

longhouses, Rarotonga, Niue, Samoa, Hawaii, Tuvalu, Fiji, 

Aotearoa, and Tonga, house guest rooms, while the Great 

Ceremonial House is home to the lobby and the majority of 

the resort’s shops and restaurants. 

Until 2014, the resort’s lobby was home to a waterfall 

that featured 75 species of plants, and the floral scents 

combined with the rushing water created one of those 

memorable ‘Disney aromas that many of us are nostalgic 

for today. During one of the resort’s recent refurbishment, 

the waterfall fixture was removed and the lobby was re-

designed and opened up with additional seating and a 

modern-yet-still-Polynesian feel. 

While exploring the shops or grabbing a bite inside the 

Great Ceremonial House today, don’t miss the artwork that 

adorns the walls and shop windows. Some of the art in the 

resort’s main building features paintings from the resort’s 

past, while others showcase Disney characters all dressed 

up and ready for a luau. 

Tonga Toast, Anyone?

If you’re Disney vacations tend to revolve around food, 

this is the resort for you! Start your day off with Tonga Toast 

at Kona Café, which is banana stuffed French Toast rolled in 

cinnamon and sugar and served with a sweet strawberry 

sauce, plus a fresh pot of pressed Kona coffee of course. In a 

rush to get to the theme parks? No worries! Captain Cooks, 

the resort’s quick service location also serves Tonga Toast!

Kona Café is also a great lunch and dinner spot, and one 

you do not always need an advanced reservation for, so 

keep it in mind for your next last-minute Disney trip. The 

lunch and dinner menu features sushi, noodle bowls, steaks, 

veggie stir fry dishes, and more. Nearby is ‘Ohana, which 

serves all-you-care-to-enjoy family style meals for breakfast 

and dinner. Breakfast is a character dining experience 

with Mickey and pals accompanied by Stitch, while dinner 

features all the grilled meat you could ever ask for plus 

noodles, stir fried veggies, pot stickers, chicken wings, and 

the restaurant’s famous bread pudding for dessert.

For something on the lighter side, Captain Cook’s is the 

perfect place to pick up a grab-and-go breakfast or stop for 

a sandwich or salad without spending the time in a table 
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service restaurant. Around the corner from Captain Cook’s 

you’ll find Trader Sam’s, the resort’s interactive and fan-

favorite tiki bar. In addition to specialty cocktails, Trader 

Sam’s offers a couple of small plates, and prior to 8 pm the 

whole family can join the fun before the bar goes 21+. And for 

a quick dessert, Pineapple Lanai is located just outside the 

Great Ceremonial House and this is an important fact for 

you to note because it’s the only location at a Disney resort 

that serves Dole Whip. 

Aloha!

One of the most unique experiences at the Walt Disney 

World Resort is the Spirit of Aloha dinner show performed 

throughout the week at Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort. 

The show encompasses every aspect of an authentic luau 

experience, with exciting performances and live music 

all while you dine with an all-you-care-to enjoy spread of 

Polynesian ribs, roasted chicken and seasonal vegetables 

plus  pineapple guava cake and chocolate cake for dessert. 

And for Guests 21 and over, refillable beer and wine is 

included (with cocktails available for an added cost). 

Ready to Shop?

Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort may not be the first 

Disney hotel to come to mind when you plan a shopping 

trip, but don’t discount it just yet! Right off the lobby, 

BouTiki stocks a selection of items that you’d otherwise 

only see if you took a trip to Aulani, Disney’s resort in Hawaii 

instead. Sweets and cookies with macadamia nuts and 

specialty Kona coffee can typically be found here, along 

with a variety of Hawaiian print shirts and dresses. Closer 

to Kona Café and ‘Ohana, Moana Mercantile is where you’ll 

find all your classic Disney souvenirs and sundries, but you’ll 

also find some resort-specific merchandise you won’t see 

anywhere else. 

Time for a Swim!

We can’t leave Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort without 

‘diving in’ to some of the recreational offerings here. The 

resort’s main pool is one of the most picturesque at Walt 

Disney World, with a volcano and water slide. Along with 

the pool areas, Guests can also go fishing, go for a jog, watch 

a movie under the stars, or rent a boat to take out on Seven 

Seas Lagoon. 

Speaking of Seven Seas Lagoon…the resort’s beach is one 

of the best spots outside the Magic Kingdom to watch the 

fireworks. Next time you’re hoping to see Happily Ever After 

on a day that you’re without a park ticket, consider grabbing 

dinner or drinks at Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort and 

taking in the show from the beach. 

What’s your favorite part of Disney’s Polynesian Village 

Resort? Love the lobby’s design or are you more excited about 

that bread pudding from ‘Ohana? Let us know on social media 

by tagging @celebrationsmag and #celebrationsmag. 
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Walt Disney once said, ““Laughter is timeless, 

imagination has no age, dreams are forever.” As 

though to prove his point, he built a Magical Kingdom 

made of laughter, imagination, and dreams. It is a kingdom 

that continues to grow and evolve. As Walt also said, “it  

will continue to grow as long as there is imagination left 

in the world.” Fortunately for us, there’s little chance of 

imagination departing the world. That’s in no small part 

due to the work being done by Dr. Nigel Channing and the 

other fine folks at The Imagination Institute. 

The Institute is located in Future World of Epcot. It’s hard 

to miss. It’s the giant glass pyramid near The Land pavilion. 

You might be wondering: Why a giant glass pyramid? So, I’ll 

tell you: I don’t know. What I do know is that the “Journey 

Into Imagination” attraction originally opened in 1983, but it 

was very different from the version we see today.

The original attraction, created by Tony Baxter and 

Steven Kirk, was one of the most beloved Epcot attractions 

of all time. Featuring the Dreamfinder, a gentleman with 

a large red beard and a top hat, Guests travelled with him 

as he collected dreams, which he used to create things. 

Perhaps his most notable creation was a little purple 

dragon named Figment. A Figment of Imagination if you 

will. Dreamfinder then brought Guests to the Dreamport, 

where the collected dreams were deposited. Inside the 

Dreamport, Guests encountered rooms dedicated to Art, 

Literature, the Performing Arts, and Science. 

Besides Figment and Dreamfinder, the original attraction 

also gave us the delightful song, “One Little Spark.” Written 

by The Sherman Brothers, the catchy little tune reminded 

us all that, “One little spark of inspiration, Is at the heart 

of all creation. Right at the start of everything that’s new, 

One little spark lights up for you.” The song continues to be 

a favorite, adored by fans around the world, and has even 

made its appearance shows like “Epcot Forever.”    

In 1998, the Dreamfinder and Dreamport departed. The 

next year, the Imagination Institute opened, along with 

a revamped version of the attraction called, “Journey Into 

Your Imagination.” This introduced the world to Dr. Nigel 

Channing and the Imagination Scanner at the Imagination 
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Institute. The scanner informed Guests that they rather 

short on imagination, and then Channing put them 

through multiple rooms aimed at cultivating it.

This incarnation of the Institute only lasted until 2001. 

The Institute then temporarily closed its doors until June 

of 2002. The new and improved Imagination Institute was 

redubbed “Journey Into Imagination with Figment.” This is 

the current tour which Guests can take. So, let’s take a look 

at just what you’ll see if you decide to pay a visit.

A number of illustrious scientists have called The 

Imagination Institute home over the years, and you can 

see their photographs hanging in the “Inventor of the Year” 

gallery. Among them are Dr. Wayne Szalinski (who famously 

shrunk and blew up his children) and Professor Phillip 

Brainard (inventor of flubber). You can also see the offices of 

Dr. Szalinski, Professor Brainard, and Dean Eugene Higgins 

of Medfield College (bonus points if you get this reference!). 

If you listen, you’ll also hear some of these scientists being 

paged over a P.A. system which plays in the Institute’s 

hallways. 

You’ll then board a vehicle which carries you through 

the Imagination Institute. Your tour begins with Dr. 

Channing explaining that you will visit the Institute’s five 

sense labs: Sight, Sound, Smell, Touch, and Taste. During his 

presentation, Figment shows up and asks to take part in 

the tour, a request which Channing adamantly rejects. 

Leaving this area, your vehicle begins heading toward 

the Sound Lab. As you pass this way, be on the lookout for 

a door labeled “Dean Finder.” This is a clever reference to the 

original Dreamfinder, though sadly we won’t be seeing him 

during our tour. But it’s good to know he’s still around.

In the Sound Lab, Dr. Channing begins an audio 

experiment. However, he is interrupted by Figment, who 

pops up in the room holding a telephone and begins his 

own version of the experiment. As you sit in complete 

darkness, you’ll hear the sound of your “train of thought” as 

it barrels toward you. The effect is fundamentally the same 

as that used in the sound room during the “Journey into 

Your Imagination” era.

As you leave the Sound Lab, you may catch sight of a sign 

reading, “No Tennis Shoes Allowed.” It’s a subtle reference to 

the 1969 Disney film The Computer Wore Tennis Shoes starring 

a young Kurt Russell. You may also see a letter jacket for 

Medfield College. That august educational facility has been 

the setting of numerous Disney films, including: The Absent 

Minded Professor, Son of Flubber, The Computer Wore Tennis 

Shoes, Now You See Him, Now You Don’t, The Strongest Man in the 

World, and others.

Following the Sound Lab, Guests are whisked into the Sight 

Lab, where Dr. Channing has prepared a visual test for you. 

Once again, Figment intervenes. This time, he rearranges 

the letters on the vision test as he sings. As you leave the 

Sight Lab, you’ll see a gigantic butterfly in a cage. However, 

as you pass by it, the butterfly disappears. Now, there are 

some sad literalists who will insist this is nothing but a 

trick involving mirrors, but fortunately we know better. In 

the world of Imagination, anything is possible. Long time 

visitors may also recognize this particular scene from 

the original Journey Into Your Imagination incarnation. 

However, in that version the butterfly magically appeared 

instead of disappearing.

The next lab is by far the most perilous: the Smell Lab. As 

you’ve no doubt come to expect, Figment takes control of 

the experiment and, rather than testing your sense of smell 

with something wonderful, launches a skunk scent at you. 

Somewhat reliable sources have attempted to convince 

me that the smell is nothing more than the smell of burnt 

coffee. If so, I’ll have to be very careful not to burn my coffee, 

because it’s an unholy stench. In fact, my daughter won’t 

even step foot on the attraction unless I promise to plug her 

nose throughout the Smell Lab.

As you depart the Smell Lab, Dr. Channing informs you 

that he is ending the tour early to avoid anymore Figment-

related mischief. Figment then takes control of the 

attraction, bringing you to his upside down world. Literally. 

As we venture into Figment’s home, we find that it is all on 

the ceiling. There are a million little whimsical details to 

observe in this area, and I feel like I spot something new on 

each visit. Even better, this tour through Figment’s topsy 

turvy world helps Dr. Channing see things from, ahem, a 

different point of view. Figment has finally convinced him 

that Imagination works best when it is set free!

After a sudden explosion, you’re then transported into a 

room FILLED with Figments. They are all singing, “One Little 

Spark.” Singing along is Dr. Channing, whose face appears on 

the surface of the moon.

Figment is, without a doubt, one of my favorite characters 

in Walt Disney World. He embodies whimsy and imagination 

(tinged with playful mischief) and is a perfect balance for 

some of Epcot’s more serious attractions. 

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I’m going to be humming, “One 

Little Spark” for the rest of the afternoon.
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Take a virtual tour of 
Journey Into Imagination in our newest 

Magical Moments video!!

https://youtu.be/GUPVS562md4
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