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Travel Tips & Disney Happenings
March 4th Opening of Mickey & Minnie’s Runaway 

Railway Adds FastPass+

If you love classic Disney animation characters you 

will be excited to learn that the much-anticipated new 

attraction, Mickey & Minnie’s Runaway Railway slated to 

open on March 4, will break tradition from other recent 

ride openings at Hollywood Studios by starting out with 

FastPass+ service from opening day. The attraction, 

which will transport you into the cartoon short Perfect 

Picnic, is the first ride-through attraction featuring our 

favorite mouse couple. 

FastPass+ Coming to Smugglers Run

If your family loves Star Wars but doesn’t like the waits 

sometimes associated with the amazing new Galaxy’s 

Edge area at Hollywood Studios, things are about to get 

better. The new opportunity for your own “rebel crew” 

to board Millennium Falcon: Smugglers Run with little 

wait starts February 19 and is bound to be one of the 

most sought after FastPass+ options in all of Disney.  This 

ride puts your family in complete control of the iconic 

ship, giving fans of all ages the opportunity to live out 

their own Star Wars adventure.

With the addition of the Falcon into the Hollywood 

Studios tier 1 FastPass+ list, others rides will get moved 

to tier 2, allowing Guests an even better opportunity to 

experience the Rock n’ Roller Coaster, Toy Story Mania, 

and Tower of Terror. Slinky Dog Dash will remain in tier 

1 along, with the new Mickey and Minnie’s Runaway Rail 

Ride which will be available starting on March 4.

Disney Villains After Dark

If you like to indulge your more sinister side, or just 

like seeing Disney characters that do, then get ready 

to enjoy Disney Villains After Hours. Running through 

July 10 on select nights, the Magic Kingdom will play 

host to some of Disney’s more nefarious friends. Not 

to be missed is the Villains Unite the Night stage show 

where Hades and Meg will set the castle stage ablaze 

with Jafar, the Evil Queen, Dr. Facilier, and Maleficent, as 

well as a whole of evil sidekicks. Wickedly good eats and 

drinks will be available for purchase. And if the creepy 

crawlies get you jumping, join the sinister soiree 

on the Cinderella Castle Forecourt stage where 

a party DJ will keep you moving with monstrous music 

everyone is sure to love. 

Event tickets will be $145 plus tax in advance or $155 

plus tax on the event night so take advantage and book 

early. You don’t want to be one of those “poor unfortunate 

souls” who miss out.

Resort Reservations for Star Wars: Galactic 

Starcruiser Opens Later in 2020

For Star Wars fans there is a lot to be happy about 

right now. Whether it’s experiencing the one-of-a-kind 

attraction Rise of the Resistance at Star Wars: Galaxy’s 

Edge, binge-watching the Mandalorian on Disney+, or 

getting some much need resolution to the Skywalker 

saga in Star Wars: Rise of Skywalker, opportunities 

for your family to enjoy the world that George Lucas 

created have never been more plentiful. Or have they? 

Disney released a brief update on their new multi-

day vacation experience resort Star Wars: Galactic 

Starcruiser. Opening in 2021 this two-day and two-night 

vacation is an all-immersive experience that will allow 

your family to adventure to a galaxy far, far away. Living 

on board the star cruiser you can explore your own Star 

Wars story. With onboard activities such as wielding a 

lightsaber against a training remote, taking a shuttle 

down to the planet of Batuu, taking tours of the bridge 

to see how the defense system and navigation systems 

work, and much more, along with sleeping quarters 

with your own window into space, this is sure to be a 

must-do for the Star Wars fans in your family.

While exact opening dates have not been released, 

part of the new announcement is that Disney will start 

taking reservations for the new experience later this year. 

Make sure your family is up to date on all the current 

information by staying tuned into Celebration Magazine 

and their official travel planners, ConciEARS. 

Courtesy of Michael Renfrow, Owner and Head Conciear 

at CONCIEARS, your magical vacation concierge. Contact  

CONCIEARS for your next vacation to any of Disney’s magical 

destinations around the planet and prepare yourself for a level 

of service you won’t get anywhere else. Call 1-856-687-3277 or 

email him directly at mrenfrow@conciears.com to kick off 

your next adventure!
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The Romance 
and Beauty of the 
France Pavilion in 
World Showcase
by Britta Stephens
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Epcot’s World Showcase is a cultural landscape 

overflowing with some of the loveliest sights, sounds, 

aromas, and history this side of the Seven Seas Lagoon. 

From Oktoberfest in Germany and the Lunar New Year in 

China to the myriad of festivals occurring at any given time 

in Epcot, you don’t want to miss a beat when it comes to a 

World Showcase celebration! 

As Disney lovers and Epcot aficionados, we often get (and 

ask!) the question, ‘What is your favorite pavilion?’ While 

Japan will always hold the number one spot in my heart, I 

often find myself falling in love with a different alcove every 

time I visit, or simply if I’m daydreaming… 

Having said that, we shouldn’t be married to the love of 

one country alone; here at WDW Monthly, we are committed 

to celebrating every single World Showcase pavilion in all 

of their glory! 2020 is the year of the World Showcase, and 

we are kicking it off by going to the most romantic country 

during the most romantic month of the year – France in 

February! So don your beret, crack into that decadent crème 

brûlée, and let’s get ready to explore the history, beauty, and 

flavors of one of the most stunning and romantic countries 

in all of World Showcase, France!

This beautiful pavilion was inspired by the famous 

pointillist painting “A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La 

Grande Jatte” by French painter Georges Seurat. From the 

United Kingdom side of the pavilion, you’ll cross over a river 

(representing the Seine) via a bridge inspired by the Pont des 

Arts which (in France) connects the Institut de France with 

the courtyard of the Palais du Louvre (home of Leonardo da 

Vinci’s Mona Lisa). As you cross the bridge, keep an eye out 

for artists’ supplies and canvases, including an unfinished 

painting of the nearby scenery.

In the pavilion’s courtyard, look for the grouping of 

Morris columns. The original columns that served as the 

inspiration for the ones you see here were invented in 1855 

and were designed to provide a place for advertisements…

eventually being used to announce art exhibits, concerts, 

and theatrical productions. In the France pavilion, you’ll 

find advertisements for exhibits by Impressionist painters 

such as Johan Jongkind, Jean-François Millet, Paul Gaugin, 

and Edouard Manet. The left side of the pavilion is referred 

to as La Petite Rue (“the little road”), recreating a quaint, 

Photos ©Tim Foster
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French provincial town.

Be sure to look for the replica of the Eiffel Tower in the 

rear of the pavilion. This astonishingly detailed replica was 

actually built per the original blueprints of the actual tower, 

though on a much smaller scale of course. By utilizing the 

technique of forced perspective, and by hiding the base of 

the Tower behind the pavilion’s store-front facades, the 

Tower seems much taller than it actually is. The Tower even 

includes replica lights and elevators, though of course you 

can’t go inside.

At the heart of the pavilion you’ll find a beautiful fountain, 

perfect for romantic photos…particularly at night. A short 

walk to the back of the pavilion takes you to a variety 

of shops and eateries, as well as the pavilion’s signature 

attraction.

Impressions de France

Projected on five side-by-side screens in the Palais du 

Cinema with 200-degree field of view (unlike the films in 

China and Canada which are 360 degrees), Impressions de 

France takes you on a breathtaking cultural tour of France. 

The giant vaulted screen is stretched so that it is actually 

visible in your periphery. This feast for the eyes and ears 

is a wonderfully relaxing spot to rest before continuing 

your tour around the world. The awe-inspiring scenery and 

beautiful musical arrangement by Buddy Baker (featuring 

classic pieces by Boieldieu and Debussy among others), may 

have you slipping away to dreamland in no time, but you’ll 

want to resist the sandman for this breathtaking film. 

Belle of the Ball

When it comes to princesses, France and our beloved 

Belle go together like macarons and madeleines! While you 

can meet Belle at various locations in the Magic Kingdom 

(Enchanted Tales with Belle being a personal favorite!), there 

is something extra magical about seeing this gorgeous 

princess in her gazebo in France…it’s just so Belle! We highly 

recommend arranging a Christmas holiday meet and greet 

with the kind, intelligent princess, as Belle will be decked 

out in her red satin holiday finest, making for a stunningly 

elegant photo opportunity!

Serveur Amusant

One of the most surprising things about a trip to 

Walt Disney World is the impromptu entertainment 

that can be found around every corner – and France is 

no exception. Whilst sauntering the Parisian walkways, 

you may come across waiters and chefs performing jaw-

dropping acrobatic balancing acts that will leave you 

mesmerized. While praise for a well-done performance is 

certainly encouraged, I choose to hold my applause until no 

performer is airborne! How many chairs will they be able to 

stack? How can they balance that high up? What’s up with 

the whistle? (We won’t tell, you’ll have to see for yourself!) 

These exciting shows take place throughout the day in the 

France pavilion, and last about 20-minutes. 

Dining in France

Les Chefs de France

Les Chefs de France has been serving casual fine 

dining to world travelers since Epcot opened in 1982. It 

was created by gastronomic icons Roger Verge, Gaston 

Lenotre, and Paul Bocuse. In 1996, Bocuse’s son, Jermone 

took over the restaurant. While we miss little chef Remy, 

who made appearances from 2009-2013 in the restaurant, 

the menu, stuffed to the brim with creamy, rich French 

plates overflowing with Gruyere cheese and decadent 

sauces, makes this an unforgettable dining experience. The 

menu also features several delicious vegetarian options 

for the vegans in your party. Fun factoid: the co-founder 

Gaston Lenotre was said to have been one of the biggest 

inspirations for the character Auguste Gusteau in the 2007 

animated film Ratatouille. 

Crepes des Chefs de France

Crepes are a signature French dish, and you can enjoy 

them at Crepes des Chefs de France, located on the lagoon 

side of the pavilion. These delicate pancakes can be ordered 

with a variety of toppings, including chocolate, strawberry 

preserves, and even a homemade hazelnut chocolate 

spread! You can top of your crepe with soft-serve ice cream 

(chocolate, vanilla or swirl) to help you cool down on a hot, 

muggy day. Need a caffeine boost to accompany your sugar 

rush? Be sure to pick up an espresso or a frothy cappuccino 

to top off your sweet indulgence!

Monsieur Paul

Located just upstairs from Les Chef de France, this 

restaurant is more than gourmet dining, it’s a true classic 

French experience! Chef Paul Bocuse has graced the world 

with his presence for decades, and we couldn’t be more 
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excited that his wine list, menu and culinary artistry can be 

found right here at Walt Disney World! The new menu may 

have been created by chef Nicolas Lemoyne, but his mentor 

was none other than Chef Paul and his 3-star restaurant, 

L’Auberge du Pont de Collonges. Come for the culinary 

offerings, stay for the incomparable views of the World 

Showcase. 

Les Halles Boulangerie-Patisserie

This is the place to go for classic French pastries and other 

delectable treats. You’ll find everything from Napoleons 

and Éclairs (filled with vanilla white chocolate or chocolate 

cream) to Parfait aux Fruits and Mousse au Chocolat. Or 

perhaps you’d prefer a Beignet filled with chocolate and 

hazelnuts, or a Citron lemon cream tarte topped with 

meringue. For heartier fare, you can indulge in a Jambon 

Beurre, featuring ham, cheese, and Dijon mustard butter all 

on a Demi Baguette, or a classic Quiche Lorraine made with 

ham and Gruyere.

L’Artisan des Glaces

Right outside you’ll find this artisanal French shop 

offering up a flavorful variety of handcrafted frozen treats, 

including ice cream and sorbet. For a true French treat, 

be sure to try a chocolate or seasonal Macaron ice cream 

sandwich, or the eatery’s signature dish, the Croque Glacé, 

featuring a scoop of ice cream with your choice of sauce, 

pressed in a warm Brioche.

Shopping 

Second only to the delicious flavors of this breathtaking 

pavilion are the extraordinarily unique shops found 

throughout the streets. If it’s a fragrance you’re looking 

for, head on over to Plume et Palette where you’ll find 
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intoxicating scents – including famous Givenchy fragrances 

– as well as French bags and other items. Just in case you 

didn’t find what you were looking for in Plume, you can 

head just across the way to La Signature where you can find 

over 70 different French cosmetics and fragrances from 

Guerlain.

Souvenirs de France is designed in the style of a beloved 

French marketplace with utmost authenticity, true to 

Epcot and Disney fashion! This shop is perfect if you’re 

looking for clothing, home accents, accessories, and all 

things Eiffel Tower! You’ll be sure to fill your bags with 

plenty of merchandise for your loved ones back home, and a 

few items for yourself of course!

Other shopping experiences in the France pavilions 

include Les Vins de France, featuring a great selection of 

food and spirits, and L’Esprit de la Provence, where you’ll 

find a wide variety of gifts and houseware items.

More Magic on the Way

With so much changing at Epcot (including the 

reimagining of Spaceship Earth and perhaps a new World 

Showcase pavilion…) one of the most highly anticipated 

additions is Remy’s Ratatouille Adventure coming in 

Summer of 2020 to the France pavilion. Much like the 

concept of Toy Story Land, where you shrink down to toy-

size in Andy’s backyard, Disney invites you to shrink down 

to mouse(keteer) size with chef Remy! Disney Imagineers 

are hard at work on this trackless adventure that takes you 

on a tour of Gusteau’s kitchen. The new experience is sure 

to make a fitting addition to this already exciting pavilion!

Whether you’re dining, shopping, or simply taking in the 

sights, Epcot’s France pavilion is one of the most beautiful 

and romantic places to be found in all of Walt Disney 

World…and a visit there is sure to inspire the poet, artist, 

or chef inside of you!
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An Evening Tour of 
Galaxy’s Edge
Star Wars and Disney fans can’t get enough of Galaxy’s Edge, and why not? Walking through the back 

streets and rocky outcroppings of Batuu is a dream come true for any Star Wars fan, young or old. 

In past issues we’ve profiled the headliner attractions in this new land, and taken you on a tour of some 

of the out-of-this-galaxy eateries you’ll find here, but even if you aren’t able to land a spot in a Rise of 

the Resistance boarding party or have had your fill of blue milk (though who are we kidding, you can 

never have to much blue milk!), Galaxy’s Edge is well worth visiting for the sights alone. And like every 

other land at Walt Disney World, Batuu really comes to life once the sun(s) set, so join us we set off on an 

evening tour in this world far, far away...but keep an eye out for those Stormtroopers!
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This year marks the 70th anniversary of Cinderella, 

the classic animated films that led to a glorious rebirth 

in Disney animation. And with the upcoming 50th 

anniversary of the Magic Kingdom and Cinderella 

Castle, we thought we’d pay tribute to perhaps the most 

beloved of all Disney Princesses…Cinderella herself. 

Celebrating the Legacy
of Cinderella
by Tim Foster
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Let’s turn back the clock to the 1940s. Disney’s last full-

length animated feature was 1942’s Bambi, and with 

World War II raging around the globe, Disney found itself 

$4 million in debt by the end of the decade. Despite the 

release of several live-action films and animated featurette 

compilations (such as Saludos Amigos and The Three 

Caballeros), Disney’s box-office revenues had been waning 

for some time, even going back to Fantasia and Pinocchio 

(which weren’t as financially successful as originally hoped).

It was clear the Disney needed a new animated feature 

that could turn the company’s fortunes around, and Walt 

Disney, who had always been drawn to fairy tales, decided 

to bring the story of Cinderella to the big screen. It wasn’t 

a new idea…scripts had been drafted as early as the 1930s, 

but Walt could relate to the rags-to-riches story, and felt 

that others would be able to as well, especially on the heels 

of the Great Depression. 

Due to budget constraints, a crude live-action movie 

was first shot in order to guide the animators and to allow 

for story changes to be worked out before any animation 

began. This footage was eventually broken down into still 

pictures and traced onto animation paper. The animators 

were initially skeptical of this process, but they eventually 

found that this method allowed them to use the filmed 

action as a springboard upon which they could add their 

own ideas. Still, production costs were kept close to the vest, 

and the animation process took about six months. 

But great storytelling has and always will be at the heart 

of every true Disney classic, and in the case of Cinderella, 

this commitment to character development and story was 

on grand display. The audience’s collective heart ached for 

Cinderella’s treatment at the hands of those closest to her, 

then later soared as the glass slipper slid onto her foot. 

Walt’s renowned “Nine Old Men” were responsible for 

the film’s animation, while legendary Disney artist Mary 

Blair was consulted to design the characters’ faces. Eleanor 

Audley (who later provided the voice of Maleficent) played 

the part of Lady Tremaine, while Verna Felton (who was 

featured in Dumbo) played the Fairy Godmother. As he had 

done with the seven dwarfs, Walt Disney insisted that each 

animal have his or her own distinctive personality.

The music for the film was written by the Tin Pan Alley 

songwriting team of Mack David, Al Hoffman, and Jerry 

Livingston. The first songs written for the film were “A 

Dream is a Wish Your Heart Makes,” “Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo,” 

and “The Work Song.” Curiously, after the trio finished 

the music, they asked a friend to record the songs for the 

audition tape they would send to Walt Disney. The friend 

was a young woman named Ilene Woods, and after the 

recording reached Walt’s ears, not only did Cinderella have 

its composers…it also had its Cinderella! 

The film proved to be a tremendous success, both 

critically and commercially, grossing nearly $8 million, and 

proved to be the glass slipper that put Disney Studios back 

on its feet with its best years yet to come.

A Home Fit for a Princess

Cinderella’s legacy would of course go far beyond her film. 

When Disneyland was built, the centerpiece was Sleeping 

Beauty Castle, a beautiful castle in its own right. But when 

Walt Disney started to plan out what would eventually 

become the Magic Kingdom and Walt Disney World, it was 

decided that the new park’s iconic centerpiece would be 

Cinderella Castle. 

Inspired by castles in places like Chaumont, Alcazar of 

Segovia, Moszna Castle in Poland, and Castle Neuschwanstein 

of Bavaria, Cinderella Castle soars 189 feet above Main Street 

U.S.A. But through the use of forced perspective, it is made 

to appear much taller. As the castle rises higher in height, 

its proportions get smaller. Windows, doors, and turrets all 

get progressively smaller so that by the time you reach the 

top spire they are actually half the size of their ground-level 

counterparts. This tricks the eye into thinking that they 

are much higher than they actually are, since your brain 

instinctively “knows” how big they are supposed to be. These 

elements all combine to make the Castle appear to tower 

even higher over the Magic Kingdom. 

Curiously, despite the stone-like appearance of the 

Castle, no bricks, blocks, or stones were actually used in its 

construction. Instead, fiber-reinforced gypsum, fiberglass, 

concrete, and 276 tons of steel were used to give the 

appearance of a Gothic stone castle from the middle ages. 

Cinderella Castle is filled with incredible details. 

For example, did you know that there are 13 gargoyles 

perched among the tower? Speaking of towers, 29 of them 

were originally designed for the castle. However, it was 

eventually realized that towers 13 and 17 wouldn’t be visible 

from anywhere in the park, so there were never built. That 

means the Castle actually has 27 towers. For those keeping 

score, tower 10 is the clock tower, while the tallest is tower 

20. Cinderella Castle is surrounded by a moat that averages 

six feet in depth and holds over 3 million gallons of water. 
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For those of us old enough to remember, the moat was once 

home to the “D” ticket attraction, The Plaza Swan Boats, 

which took Guests on a leisurely cruise along the waterways 

surrounding the Castle.

Even though the Swan Boats are long gone, Cinderella 

Castle is still filled with breath-taking details. One of the 

most beloved is the series of five beautiful mosaic murals 

found in the breezeway. The murals tell the story of 

Cinderella and are comprised of more than 300,000 pieces 

of hand-cut glass and tiles. Sterling silver and fourteen-

karat gold are used extensively to fuse the pieces together, 

but the most charming details can be found in the red and 

green tiles that make up the faces of Cinderella’s stepsisters, 

Drizella and Anastasia, symbolizing their anger and jealousy. 

Another charming detail can actually be found behind 

the Castle; a low water fountain near a statue of Cinderella. 

When drinking from this fountain, a crown from a mural 

behind the princess appears to sit on her head. Imagineers 

say the fountain was put intentionally low so that when 

drinking, alert Guests would realize they were “bowing” to 

the princess!

Inside the Castle, you’ll find the Bibbidi Bobbidi Boutique, 

where girls can get their very own princess makeover. The 

Castle is also home to Cinderella’s Royal Table restaurant 

(originally called King Stefan’s Banquet Hall), where you can 

dine in the company of the Disney Princesses. Also inside 

the Castle is the famed Cinderella Castle Suite. The space 

was originally intended to be an apartment for Walt and 

his family when they would be in Florida. After Walt passed, 

the plans for an apartment were scrapped and for nearly 

40 years it alternately sat empty, served as a storage area, 

and as a call center. In 2006, Imagineering used the space 

to build the suite. During its early operation in 2007- 2008, 

a family was randomly selected every day to receive the 

suite as part of “The Year of a Million Dreams.” Entrance is 

gained through a private elevator that takes you straight to 

the suite. The doors open into a foyer area where you’ll see 

a display case with Cinderella’s glass slipper, tiara, and three 
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pumpkins to remind you of her humble beginnings. On the 

floor is a mosaic of the pumpkin coach inlaid with 30,000 

Italian tiles. The suite is ornately furnished from floor to 

ceiling and has all the modern amenities while retaining 

its elegant Gothic look. Today, the suite is strictly reserved 

for special giveaways to Guests and Cast Members as well 

as Disney charity events.

Despite the iconic status of Cinderella Castle, the 

Imagineers have never been afraid of mixing things up and 

trying out new looks. For example, to celebrate Walt Disney 

World’s 25th Anniversary, the Castle was transformed into 

a giant pink cake, complete with the pink icing, gum drops, 

candles, candy canes, and other colorful confectionery.  

In 2004 (November 16th to be exact), Guests arrived at the 

Magic Kingdom to find Cinderella Castle had been “toilet 

papered” as a giant prank to kick off the grand opening of 

“Stitches Great Escape.” Stitch fans found it amusing, and 

since it was only a one-day event, the decorations were 

removed that night. 

Throughout 2005 and 2006, “The Happiest Celebration 

on Earth” brought one of the most popular looks yet, with 

Cinderella Castle being trimmed out in gold and surrounded 

by a variety of Disney characters in flight or perched round 

and about the towers. But perhaps the most beautiful 

transformation of all debuted in the winter of 2007, as the 

Dream Lights covered the castle in hundreds of thousands 

of bluish-white twinkling lights, transforming Cinderella’s 

palace into a dazzling ice sculpture. 

For nearly 50 years, Cinderella Castle has been more 

than just the icon most closely associated with the Magic 

Kingdom. It’s been a part of the Disney experience itself, 

with countless photos of families in front of this beautiful 

landmark gracing homes around the world. The next time 

you visit, take a moment to appreciate this wonder of 

Imagineering, and remember the princess who inspired this 

magnificent structure, and saved Disney from one of its most 

darkest hours. Cinderella and her namesake Castle are true 

Disney legends, and both will live in our hearts forever.
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by Brittany DiCologero
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Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge transports Guests to 

an African savanna lodge, home to over 200 animals, 

educational programming around the resort, some of 

our favorite Disney restaurants, and one of the largest 

collections of African art in the United States. With four 

savannas, a spectacular sweeping lobby, and the best of the 

best deluxe Disney resort amenities, there is so much to love 

about this resort.

Designing Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge

The design of Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge is 

inspired by a kraal, a South African village with buildings 

arranged in a semi-circle in the case of the Lodge providing 

breathtaking views of one of the property’s four savannas. 

Everything from the works of art encased throughout the 

lobby in Jambo House to the plant life on the savannas was 

expertly selected by Disney Imagineers to provide the most 

immersive savanna lodge experience for Guests. Details like 

thatched ceilings and golden tones representing sunrises 

and sunsets are carried throughout the resort, and cultural 

representatives from Africa are staffed throughout the 

resort to share information on the resort’s design and talk 

with Guests about the different parts of the continent they 

are from.

Even the restaurants get in on the intricately detailed 

design. Jiko, the resort’s signature restaurant that is only 

open after 5 PM, features a colored wall that mimics a 

sunset and changes with time over the course of dinner 

service. Boma, the nearby buffet, not only features some 

notable Disney treats like Zebra Domes, but each section 

of the restaurant is designed with a different African 

country in mind. The resort’s recreation Cast Members 

even occasionally provide (free) tours of Boma before the 

restaurant opens for dinner.

26 · WDW Monthly
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Before setting out to try some of the iconic restaurants 

at Animal Kingdom Lodge or explore the savanna, be sure 

to spend some time taking in all of the art in the lobby at 

Jambo House. All of the pieces of art and artifacts in the 

exhibit cases around the lobby are authentic items on loan 

from various collections around the world, many of which 

rival what you’d see in most art museums. One of the most 

unique works is the large-scale Igbo Ijele Mask found near 

the back of the lobby towards the views of the savanna. 

The mask was created by the Igbo people of Nigeria, and 

it measures about 16 feet tall by eight feet wide. The colors 

and complex design patterns in the mask are inspired by 

various aspects of Igbo life and culture, and this Ijele is the 

only one known to exist outside of an Igbo community. Ijele 

in Nigeria are used to celebrate important events every 

10-25 years depending on the occasion, but with this mask 

created exclusively for Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge, 

Guests visiting from all over the world are able to learn 

more about the Igbo culture and take in a beautiful work 

of art.

The Animals

With over 200 animals calling this resort home, there 

are plenty of animals to see without having to catch a 

bus to the theme park. The savannas cover 33 acres, and 

while staying in a savanna-view room certainly completes 

the Animal Kingdom Lodge experience, there are plenty 

of locations to take in views of the landscape around the 

resort. Our favorite, especially if you’re only visiting for the 

day for a relaxing break from the theme parks, are the 

rocking chairs right outside the lobby on the third floor of 

Jambo House. Around the savanna you can expect to see a 

variety of animals including giraffes, zebras, Ankole Cattle, 

bongos, gazelles, White-Bearded Wildebeests, Pink-Backed 

Pelicans, Ostriches, Red River Hogs, waterbucks, and more. 

While the animals can be seen from all around the resort, 

one of the most unique ways to take in the sights is aboard 

the Sunset Safari. During this afternoon safari, Guests can 

get a closer look at some of the animals that call the Lodge 

home while learning more about them from Disney’s expert 

animal programs Cast Members. The whole experience is 

then topped off with a signature dining experience at Jiko. 

To learn more about the animals without splurging 

on such an experience, check with the front desk Cast 

Members or take a look at the activities board by the 

restrooms outside Boma to see what else is happening 

around the resort. Aside from the resort’s relaxing pool 

areas and animal walking trails, Animal Kingdom Lodge is 

one of the best Disney resorts for a staycation away from 

the parks because there are so many recreational activities 

for Guests of all ages. From Hidden Mickey Hunts to animal 

spotting activities, there is always some kind of educational 

programming going on that can offer a further glimpse 

into the lives of some of these animals. 

Don’t Forget to Dine and Shop!

Some of the most unique Disney dining experiences 

can be found at Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge. Even the 

resort’s quick service location, the Mara, brings together 

traditional American fast casual cuisine with authentic 

African offerings (and we’d opt for pap over grits for 

breakfast anyday!). 

Boma is a fan-favorite buffet open for breakfast and 

dinner, offering a mix of African specialties and inspired 

American options. The soups and salads are always 

standouts, along with the carving station, house-made 

sauces, and of course, Zebra Domes! These boozy treats are 

the perfect snack or after-dinner treat with Amarula Cream 

Liquor mousse with white chocolate and dark chocolate 

‘zebra stripes’ atop a cakey base. (No time for Boma? Pick up 

a pack of four in the grab-and-go case at the Mara!)

Additional table service offerings at the resort include 

Sanaa in the Kidani Village side of the resort, known for its 

bread service with traditional naan and accompaniments 

all served with views of a nearby savanna. And Jiko, the 

resort’s signature dining location, features authentic 

woodburning ovens as the backdrop of the experience 

with a full menu of African-inspired filet mignon, seafood, 

vegetarian dishes, and more, plus one of the most unique 

wine lists on Disney property. 

Don’t leave Animal Kingdom Lodge without doing some 

shopping! The resort’s gift shop, Zawadi Marketplace, is 

by far the most unique Disney resort shop with a host of 

handmade works of art direct from Africa. In addition to 

specialty art and home decor pieces, you’ll find plenty of 

resort-specific Disney merchandise along with extensive 

jewelry and handbag selections plus many of the wines you 

may have tried while dining at Jiko. 

Have you visited Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge yet? 

It’s one of the most photogenic locations at Walt Disney 

World and we’d love to check out your pictures! Use 

#CelebrationsMag so we can follow along.
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Hey, where you been? I’ve been waiting for you! Oh, this 

is such a great story about how Ariel became a human, 

but that Ursula...oh, she’s so mean!  “I’ll make you human if 

you give me your voice,” she says. Hold on, I’m getting ahead 

of myself. Let’s go back to the beginning:

It all began with a dinglehopper. No, that’s not quite 

right either. You’d think with as many times as I’ve told the 

story and ridden on this attraction that I’d have it down by 

now. This is “Under the Sea: Journey of the Little Mermaid.” 

My name’s Scuttle, and I’m a seagull. I’m also an expert on 

all things human, and one of Ariel’s closest friends. I’m 

the narrator of this 

little tale, so you 

better get used to me 

yammering. If you’re 

lucky, I might even sing 

a little. 

Journey of the Little 

Mermaid is located in 

Fantasyland. Doesn’t 

that sound like an 

amazing place? So 

magical, but not magic 

like that awful sea 

witch uses. Anyway, 

where was I? Oh yeah. 

You begin looking up at 

Prince Eric’s Castle. It’s 

a perfect spot to stop 

and have your picture 

taken. There are even 

Cast Members who 

will take your picture 

in front of the castle.

The castle is surrounded by palm trees and rocky cliffs. 

You’ll also notice the bow of a ship and the figurehead on 

the ship is carved to resemble our very own Ariel. She looks 

wonderful. When she was still a mermaid of course. She 

looks lovely. It’s just too bad the rest of the ship doesn’t look 

as nice. It’s all shipwrecked! The sail is a mess. There are 

barnacles on the wood, and you might even notice starfish 

and algae hanging around.  

I’ve heard that a long time ago, there used to be a 

different under sea journey here, something called 20,000 

Leagues Under the Sea. Look really closely at the rocks near 

the entrance and you might see some carvings that look an 

awful lot like the submarines that used to be here. 

To board the attraction, you cross a bridge and make your 

way down amongst the rocks at low tide. As you continue 

down, you’ll notice waterfalls and flowing water. Further 

on, you’ll help me in a scavenger hunt. Here’s what you do: 

Each area has a variety of items, human-type treasures that 

have fallen into the sea. My crab friends are gathering up 

the items and sorting them. You’ll see them here and there 

as you move through the queue. If you see them carrying 

something that doesn’t belong in the area, just point at it. 

They’ll take it away. If you wave at them, they might give you 

a little wave back too. 

Go a little further 

and you’ll see me! Well, 

an Audio-Animatronic 

version of me anyway. 

I can’t be there all 

the time you know. 

When you see me, I’ll 

be showing off all the 

gizmos and gadgets 

that my little crab 

friends collected.   

If you happen to be 

here on November 18 

at noon, you’re in for 

a really special treat. 

That’s the day that 

Mickey Mouse was 

born, and on this day 

(and only this day) the 

sun will shine through 

one of the rock 

formations here to create one of the best Hidden Mickeys 

you’ll ever see, but only at that day and time. 

Deeper into the queue, you’ll enter a room that gives me 

the shivers. Up on the ceiling there are drawings of all kinds 

of sea monsters like the kraken, sirens, something called a 

Leviathan, and even one that looks like Ursula. Oh, it gives 

me the shivers. There’s a poem up there with the pictures 

too. It’s all about the terrible things that those creatures 

have done. Let’s not hang around here too long. It’s spooky.  

Well, after all that walking it’s finally time to begin the 

actual journey. Fortunately, you’ll be travelling by clam 

shell, the very best way to travel underwater. They’re giant 

clam shells, too, and they’re what the human people call an 
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“omni-mover” system. Those shells never stop moving. You 

just climb aboard and they’ll whisk you right under the sea. 

As you get started, I make another brief appearance. 

I’m holding a squeeze-a-ma-thingy. Some people call it a 

concertina. I’m just sitting there on a rock chatting away, 

beginning the story. 

Now, don’t get worried, but your clam shell is going to 

turn around and start 

moving backward. This 

is where we start sinking 

to the bottom of the sea. 

You’ll see bubbles on the 

clam shell in front of you 

as it turns blue. Next thing 

you know, the bubbles are 

up on the ceiling, except 

it’s not a ceiling anymore. 

You’re way down in the 

blue.

If you look off to the side 

of your clam shell, you’ll 

see kelp growing. You’ll 

also hear the voice of Ariel. 

Look up, and you’ll see 

her swimming near the 

surface of the ocean with 

her friend Flounder. 

Once you stop drifting 

down the ocean floor, your 

shell will turn around 

and there’s Ariel in all her 

glory! She’s sitting in her 

treasure room. A treasure 

box is in her lap as she 

sings the classic song, “Part 

of Your World.” Flounder is 

with her again, and so is 

the statue of Prince Eric. 

If you watch close, you’ll 

even see Sebastian the 

crab. He pops his head in 

and out of a little box on a shelf. 

Ariel looks absolutely amazing, like she’s almost alive. 

I heard when they were designing the attraction, they 

created a special material for the Audio-Animatronic’s skin. 

That’s why it looks so realistic. 

As you leave, you’ll see fish swimming beside your clam. 

They’re headed to a party, and it’s a real humdinger!  

Sebastian and all the other creatures are there singing, 

“Under the Sea!” That’s one of my favorite songs. Look closely 

as you go through this area. You’ll see the bass playing the 

brass, the carp playing the harp, the trout rocking out, and 

the fluke (he’s the duke of soul). Of course, Ariel is there 

too, and she’s swaying 

and dancing. Sebastian 

is in the middle of the 

room conducting the 

music. There’s a dancing 

turtle, a fish conga line, a 

lobster playing drums on 

seashells. Up above you 

there are fish swimmin’ 

around in circles and 

everyone is having a 

wonderful time. Why, 

I’ve gone through there 

more times than I can 

count, and it seems like 

I always see something 

new each time. I even 

heard someone say that 

there are 128 Audio-

Animatronics in this 

room alone! And more 

than two hundred in 

the entire attraction. 

That’s a lot of technical 

doohickeys. 

It’s too bad the good 

times can’t last forever. 

Turn a corner, and 

Flotsam and Jetsam are 

there. You remember 

them don’t you? They’re 

the moray eels that 

Ursula keeps as pets. The 

ones she calls her babies 

and, even worse, her poopsies. They say in that sinister voice 

they have that Ariel has gone to see the sea witch because 

she has great powers. 

Up ahead, everything gets all dark. Take a deep breath, 

because the next thing you’re going to see is Ursula in all 



WDW Monthly • 33 

her horribleness. She’s standing singing, “Poor Unfortunate 

Souls” and looming over the entire room as she dances. 

That’s because she’s enormous. She stands seven and a half 

feet tall and stretches twelve feet wide. That’s a whole lot of 

watch to witch. I mean witch to watch. The ball in front of 

her is cloudy for a while, and then it clears up to show Ariel 

after she rescued Prince Eric. You’ll also see her signing away 

her voice, in exchange for turning into a human.

Moving through another darkened passageway, you 

might spot the glowing eyes of a few of the poor unfortunate 

souls Ursula has in her collection. Then you get a glimpse of 

Ariel’s tail disappearing and being replaced by legs. Bubbles 

appear on the walls and clam shell in front of you, letting 

you know that you’re rising back up to the surface.

In the next room, Ariel is a human and she’s in a boat 

with Prince Eric. Sebastian is there singing, “Kiss the Girl.” 

Personally, I think I could have sung it better myself, but 

the crab does okay I guess. On one side of the boat, there 

are ducks drumming on turtle shells. There are also fish 

creating a fountain of water. It’s VERY romantic, so romantic 

that Ariel and Eric almost kiss. 

Our story is almost over, but I have to warn you. We’re 

going to see Ursula one more time. It’s okay though. We 

see her in the distance, and boy does she look angry. She’s 

swaying back and forth in front of bright flashing lights 

and storm clouds. 

Why’s she so angry? Because Eric and Ariel are finally 

kissing! You see their silhouette through a castle window. 

But that’s not all! That little glowing ball you see on Ariel’s 

throat? That’s her voice! True love’s kiss broke the spell.

There’s only one room left: Ariel and Prince Eric’s wedding. 

King Triton is there, and there are fireworks in the sky. It’s so 

beautiful, you might need a hanky to dry your eyes. 

Oh, you get to see me one more time too, just wrapping 

things up. Someone has to say, “And they all lived happily 

ever after,” don’t they? Because they do! And that’s my 

favorite kind of story. If the line’s not too long, why don’t you 

come back and let me tell it to you again?

Photo ©Tim Foster

Take a virtual tour of 
Journey of the Little Mermaid in our 

newest Magical Moments video!!

https://youtu.be/VC8dHPnqlWY
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