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Travel Tips & Disney Happenings
Disney Announces Club runDisney

If you are a fan of the ever popular runDisney events 

at Walt Disney World, you will definitely want to 

checkout the new Club runDisney membership slated 

to start on October 1st. Running super fans will have 

the opportunity to purchase year-long memberships 

starting next month featuring a range of special 

benefits. Members will have the choice of three levels – 

Silver, Gold, and Platinum. 

New members will receive a welcome package that 

includes an exclusive Club runDisney jacket while also 

being able to access the lowest race registration pricing 

all year. A new Virtual 10k in Fall 2020, exclusively for 

Club runDisney members, is included and members 

will be able to show their runDisney pride with a 

special designation on their race bibs during on-site 

events. All of this is included in the Silver membership 

level. If you want to take your membership to the next 

level, Gold members also receive early registration 

access with a guaranteed spot in the half marathon or 

marathon distance each race weekend. Finally, for the 

true Disney road racing warrior, Platinum members 

enjoy everything above plus early registration with a 

guaranteed spot in one distance each race weekend, 

upgraded corral placement, an exclusive Expo experience 

with early admission to the runDisney Merchandise 

Shop, a special character meet and greet, and access to 

a Club runDisney Lounge with expedited race packet 

pick-up. As you can see, there are so many great benefits 

that you’re going to want to be on the ground floor of 

this new, exciting club as space is limited. For more 

information about Club runDisney and how to register 

visit https://www.rundisney.com/club-rundisney/ 

Gusteau’s Signage Appears Over Epcot

The famed Parisian restaurant that is home to Chef 

Remy from the movie “Ratatouille,” Gusteau’s is the 

soon-to-be setting for the newest ride at Epcot in the 

France pavilion. The tasty new ride, Remy’s Ratatouille 

Adventure, is schedule to open this summer and will be 

a family friendly experience that will have you racing 

through Gusteau’s kitchen in special trackless vehicles. 

If you would like to catch a glimpse of the new 

signage, take a trip on the Skyline gondola 

system connecting Hollywood Studios and Epcot. The 

sign is a welcome reminder of all the amazing changes 

that are expected to come to Epcot during the park’s 

historic transformation.

New Additions to Disney Springs in 2020 Brings 

Fashion, Flavor, and Fun

2020 is off to a great start with new offerings at 

Disney Springs. On the fashion front, Disney is excited to 

announce that the boutique jewelry brand, Rustic Cuff, 

will soon be opening. Specializing in beautiful statement 

cuffs with a focus on inspirational designs and personal 

connections, the new accessory destination also 

provides a wide arrangement of beads, bangles, charm 

bracelets. and colorful stackable accent pieces. They 

can even be personalized with names, monograms, and 

favorite quotes. 

On the food front, we have anticipated openings for 

City Works Eatery & Pour House, Ample Hills Creamery, 

and the always popular M&M’s Store. The M&M’s 

store offers a new state-of-the-art facility touting 

an immersive experience that combines the colorful 

fun that fans of the M&M’s brand enjoy with lasting 

memories. Patrick McIntyre, the Director of Global Retail 

for the Mars Retail Group explained, “Guests will be fully 

immersed into an interactive chocolate experience...

that’s  not to be missed!

Finally, on the fun side we welcome the much-anticipated 

return of Cirque du Soleil and their new show “Drawn to 

Life” which we highlighted last month. Excitement for the 

new show is growing so don’t be caught without your 

ticket! Combine this show with the all new NBA Experience 

that opened just a few short months ago, and the virtual 

reality experience at the Void, which is a huge favorite of 

Star Wars fans, and you’ll see that there’s plenty of fun to be 

had all around Disney Springs.

  

Courtesy of Michael Renfrow, Owner and Head Conciear 

at CONCIEARS, your magical vacation concierge. Contact  

CONCIEARS for your next vacation to any of Disney’s magical 

destinations around the planet and prepare yourself for a level 

of service you won’t get anywhere else. Call 1-856-687-3277 or 

email him directly at mrenfrow@conciears.com to kick off 

your next adventure!
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At Star Wars: Rise of the Resistance, you can become a 

hero of the Resistance in a climactic battle with the 

First Order. In one of the most immersive, ambitious, and 

technologically advanced attractions ever created by 

Disney, you’ll launch into space aboard a transport shuttle, 

only to be captured by a Star Destroyer and pursued by 

Supreme Leader Kylo Ren as you frantically search for a way 

to escape the clutches of the First Order. 

Your journey begins as you find the Resistance’s 

temporary encampment in the forested area along the 

outskirts of Black Spire Outpost on Batuu. The gateway to 

the encampment is marked by a large turret. From there, a 

pathway leads deeper into the forest toward towering cliffs 

and the crumbling remains of an ancient civilization. As 

you make your way deeper and deeper into the base, you’ll 

start to hear military communications echoing through 

the passageways. Suddenly, Rey appears before you via a 

holo-transmission, alongside BB-8, and welcomes you to 

the Resistance. She shares a plan to reunite with General 

Leia Organa at an off-planet location that must be kept 

secret from the First Order. And now it’s time to board your 

Intersystem Transport Ship (I-TS) to make your rendezvous. 

(Am I the only one that has a bad feeling about this?)

When you board the I-TS, you’ll feel as if you’re lifting off 

the surface of Batuu and blasting into space alongside Poe 

Dameron in his signature black-painted X-wing starfighter, 

Black One. Unfortunately, before the I-TS can make the 

jump to lightspeed, you’re caught in the tractor beam of a 

Star Destroyer and pulled into a massive hangar bay. You’ll 

have to make your escape from the Star Destroyer aboard 

eight-passenger First Order Fleet Transports piloted by 

reprogrammed R5-series astromech droids. Good luck, and 

May the Force be With you!

This Is Where the Fun Begins

Rise of the Resistance opens up a new world of attraction 

possibilities. The experience is totally immersive, even 

foregoing the traditional queues and preshow areas 

of classic attractions in favor of a seamless, cinematic 

experience filled with rich details brought to life on a larger-

than-life scale.

Photos ©Garry Rollins
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The attraction features breathtaking set pieces – 

including the hangar bay that is filled with 50 menacing 

stormtroopers and a docked TIE fighter. You’ll also dodge 

blaster bolts from stormtroopers and AT-AT walkers, scurry 

past huge turbolaser cannons, and stumble into the Star 

Destroyer’s bridge.

Kylo Ren is in full pursuit throughout your adventure, 

using the Force in an attempt to pry the location of General 

Organa’s secret base from your mind. But you must resist, I 

feel the Force is strong with you!

Multiple ride systems were utilized in order to bring 

the story of Star Wars: Rise of the Resistance to life. For 

example, at one point a new simulator experience gives you 

the sensation of falling from space to crash land on Batuu. 

The attraction features a wealth of new technologies, 

including trackless ride vehicles featuring a sleek, low 

profile and the ability to move in all directions. A-1000 Audio-

Animatronic figures provide a deep level of immersive 

storytelling through their lifelike and dynamic movements. 

Finally, Imagineers created thousands of special effects – 

everything from slashing lightsabers and whizzing blaster 

bolts to exploding walls and massive star fields – to bring 

this wondrous world to life.

Rise of the Resistance Fun Facts

•  Several actors from the current Star Wars film trilogy 

reprised their roles for new scenes and dialogue in Star 

Wars: Rise of the Resistance, including Daisy Ridley (Rey), 

Adam Driver (Kylo Ren), John Boyega (Finn), Oscar Isaac 

(Poe Dameron) and Domhnall Gleeson (General Hux). 

•  Many scenes were filmed at the same time Star Wars: 

The Last Jedi and Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker were in 

production.

•  Poe Dameron’s X-wing is one of several vehicles from the 

Star Wars galaxy appearing in the attraction.

•  You’ll notice that the Cast Members have adopted the 

personalities of First Order and Resistance troops 

throughout the attraction to further deepen the 

immersive experience for Guests.

•  Walt Disney Imagineering worked hand in hand with 

Lucasfilm in writing the attraction’s script, ensuring 

characters and storylines were properly integrated into 

the broader Star Wars universe.

•  The attraction introduces a new featured character, 

Lieutenant Bek, a Mon Calamari Resistance officer 

who helps guide the Resistance recruits through their 

harrowing journey.
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Adventures 
Around the World
by Britta Stephens

For most of us, when we think about “trekking around the world” 

at Walt Disney World, the first place our hearts go is to Epcot’s 

World Showcase. While it’s certainly a beautiful depiction of Disney’s 

love and affinity for celebrating and exploring all cultures, Epcot isn’t 

the only park that has us standing around a campfire holding hands 

singing kumbaya. The beloved Animal Kingdom (with a surprise stop 

in Magic Kingdom!) not only celebrates the ethereal sanctity that is 

the connection between humankind and nature, but the adventures 

that await you at every corner – from the highest mountain tops 

of Asia to the stunning safaris of Africa – will fill your heart with 

excitement and wondrous discovery. So, grab your gunny sacks, your 

canteen, and your trusty map (No map? No worries, we’ve got you 

covered), and hop on the monorail (or a swinging vine!) and let’s begin 

our adventure around the world (outside of the World Showcase)! 

Photos ©Mike Billick
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Day 1- Expedition Everest
Before Pandora arrived, most people thought of Disney’s Animal 

Kingdom as the home of Expedition Everest, the king of all Disney 

thrill rides (though that Tower in Disney’s Hollywood Studios might 

quibble over that title). Located in Asia, Expedition Everest is a 

high-speed roller coaster which sends passengers forwards and 

backwards throughout the Forbidden Mountain. Although you were 

originally supposed to be heading for the foot of Mount Everest, you’ll 

wind up being confronted by a set of destroyed tracks, where you’ll 

need to make a speedy exit to escape the mythical Yeti! As you plunge 

through the peaks, canyons, and caves of the Forbidden Mountain, 

you’ll find yourself immersed in the cultures of Tibet and Nepal, as 

well as the mythology surrounding these cultures. You’ll come face 

to face with the fearsome Yeti, protector of the Himalayas, and you 

may just wonder, “what is it protecting them from?”. 

Did you know...?

•  You don’t actually visit Mount Everest (it’s the Forbidden Mountain 

that you’ll be racing through), but if you look carefully you can see 

Mount Everest in the near distance!

•  Walt Disney World has Big Thunder Mountain Railroad, Splash 

Mountain, and Space Mountain, but Expedition Everest is the tallest 

of the mountain-based rides. It’s ironic to realize that the tallest of 

them all doesn’t even use the word “mountain”!

•  Pay attention to the queue. Before you get to the ride vehicle, you’ll 

have a chance to examine artifacts and trinkets telling you the 

unique story of the Yeti, and how it is the great protector of the 

Himalayan landscape. 

•  Be happy the Yeti isn’t moving. At the moment, the Yeti is sitting in 

a state of what many have cutely nicknamed “Disco Yeti,” because 

a strobe light is used to simulate movement. But if the Yeti were 

working at full capacity, it would have the ability to lunge right at 

you. So, you wouldn’t just be going backwards, you’d have a massive 

creature coming straight for you! It sits still now because early on 

it was discovered that the stress of such movements could cause 

potential foundational issues (and fixing them would require the 

whole mountain to basically be rebuilt, which of course would be 

a long and expensive process.) Disney is all about safety, so now we 

are happy to welcome Disco Yeti to our experience! 

Adventures 
Around the World
by Britta Stephens
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Day 2- Kali River Rapids 
The second leg of our journey will prove to be just as 

adventurous as the first, but slightly more…damp. While 

we remain on the same continent, our journey couldn’t be 

any more different. We’ll hop aboard the “Sherpa Surfer,” the 

“Himalayan Hummer,” or the “Kathmandu” for our next river-

based expedition. We’ll learn the dangers of illegal logging, 

perhaps spot a tiger behind that first waterfall (see below for a 

related fun fact!), and yes, we’ll get wet, most likely soaked! There 

are no guarantees on this river of adventure, but hey, you’ve 

already taken your shoes off before boarding the raft, so at least 

you’ll have dry tootsies…

14 · WDW Monthly
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Did you know...?

•  As you begin your journey up-up-up the 90-foot hill before your descent, take a deep 

breath. Mmmm, what’s that heavenly aroma? Why that’s native Indian Jasmine 

and Ginger, which, in true to Disney fashion, Imagineers added to give you the 

most authentic experience possible. 

•  You’ll find lots of incredible theming and a wealth of details throughout the 

attraction…from the start of the queue all the way to the exit. See if you can spot 

the Grimalkin statues, the prayer shrines, and even the shoes at the entrance 

(reflecting the traditional Asian practice of removing your shoes before entering a 

dwelling). Everything you see is true to the culture that Kali River Rapids embraces. 

More importantly, you’ll find references to the central theme of the attraction – 

the dangers of deforestation – throughout the attraction; everything from the 

displays in the queue to the sounds you hear throughout your journey. 

•  Even though the initial climb is 90 feet, the biggest drop on the attraction is only 

25 feet – allowing you to coast the rest of the way and enjoy the scenery without 

worrying about taking a deep plunge!

•  Kali River who? This attraction was almost called the Tiger River Run. Why? 

Originally, it was intended to be an attraction similar in concept to Kilimanjaro 

Safaris, namely, to skirt past various animal enclosures. But because the boats 

couldn’t stop, it was realized that this could have caused distress for the animals, 

so the name and backstory were changed, opting to focus on the dangers of 

deforestation instead. 

•  After you disembark your raft, make sure to take a side trek over to the Maharajah 

Jungle Trek. Here you can tour at your own pace and marvel at the sights of giant 

bats, tigers, and even a Komodo dragon! 
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Day 3- Kilimanjaro Safaris
Now we leave Asia and the beautiful Jasmine scented breezes to hop on a safari 

Jeep to explore the deserts of Africa. Keep your hands, feet, and extremities in the 

Jeep at all times – we’re assured that most of the animals are friendly, but we don’t 

want you to drop those cameras! The beauty of this safari is you never know exactly 

what you’ll see. You might spot a lioness napping on a nice warm rock, or some 

hippos submerged in the water. You might see various species of birds giving the 

Nile crocodiles a hand as they pick off bugs and other nuisances from their backs 

and snouts, and of course you can’t miss the gorgeous pink flamingos basking and 

bathing by the watering hole. Jambo!

Photo ©Mike Billick
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Did you know...?

•  The premise of the attraction can be traced all the way back to Walt 

Disney himself. Walt wanted very badly to include animals on the 

Jungle Cruise in the Magic Kingdom. That plan didn’t quite pan out, 

but it did remain in the minds of Imagineers – and they kept this on 

their wish list long enough to bring it to life on Kilimanjaro Safaris. 

•  Animal facts: Flamingos get their color from brine shrimp; hippos 

can eat twice their body weight in vegetation a day; and while 

the rhino’s tusks may appear to be bone, they’re actually made of 

keratin, the same material that makes up your fingernails and hair!

•  You might see the lions out no matter how hot it is. How can they 

stand the heat? Here’s the secret: the rocks resembling Pride Rock 

in their enclosure are actually air conditioned, keeping them cool 

during the hottest Floridian weather. 

•  You may have noticed that certain attractions close earlier than 

others…usually those featuring animals. What you may not notice 

is how they are closed down. When it’s time to bring the animals 

inside, each one has been trained to respond to a different sound – 

one you might not even think to be a call! For example, the gazelles 

listen for a cowbell, while the elephants respond to drumming. Next 

time you’re close to an enclosure when it comes time to bring in 

the animals, listen closely – you may just hear a sound that seems 

perfectly normal, but is actually telling the animals it’s time to put 

on their PJs and hop in bed!

•  Don’t forget to take a walk through the nearby Gorilla Falls 

Exploration Trail. Here you’ll get a chance to see a variety of African 

wildlife, including Grevvy’s zebra, an adorable meerkat, and of 

course, a troop of western lowland gorillas.
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Day 4- Swiss Family Treehouse
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live on an island, 

having to make do with only what the jungle gives you? This walk-

through attraction, based on the popular 1960 film Swiss Family 

Robinson, let’s you imagine what it would be like to live in a giant 

treehouse, complete with all the comforts of home, albeit in a 

somewhat primitive setting. And if you hear some distant music, 

don’t worry, those aren’t pillaging pirates (they’re over at Pirates of 

the Caribbean), that’s the classic Swisskapolka! being played on the 

treehouse’s organ.

Did you know...?

•  Keep moving forward. This walking experience leads you through 

a maze of innovations and ingenious inventions; such as the clever 

water wheel that brings water up to the highest reaches of the tree. 

•  Speaking of moving forward, we hope you brought your walking 

shoes; you have 116 steps to climb! (Fortunately, about half of those 

are for your climb back down!)

•  The treehouse is technically classified as a building! The roots were 

poured with concrete, and due to the specifications, the attraction is 

required by law to adhere to all building regulations and codes. 

We hope you’ve enjoyed this trek 

around the globe! The world of nature 

can be a wonderful place, but it’s not for 

the faint of heart. However, armed with 

this trusty guide, you can become a true 

world adventurer, worthy of the most 

famous explorers in history! And now 

that our wildlife travels are complete, we 

can journey to the beautiful lands of Italy, 

Japan, China, France, and all the other 

countries of World Showcase. But that’s a 

journey for another day…

In the meantime, bon voyage!
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by Jessica Williams
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Bring on that rumbly in your tumbly as Disney invites you 

(and your tastebuds) to the 2020 Epcot International 

Festival of the Arts! You’ll love watching artists bring Disney 

characters and scenes to life as you journey through Epcot. Be 

inspired! Be energized! Be sensational! This year’s Festival of 

the Arts is poised to take you on a whole new adventure, and 

yes, I promise, there will be a smackeral or two to be found 

along the way. Even though you likely won’t get lost like Pooh 

(that silly ol’ bear will probably take a tasty side trip here and 

there), you’ll discover a delightful sampling of visual, musical 

and, yes, culinary creations at this year’s Festival!

The adventures begins January 17, 2020 and ends February 

24, 2020 at Walt Disney World’s Epcot Showcase. It’s a great 

way to embrace new creations, discover new things, and best 

of all, to discover that hidden artist inside of you!

Photos ©Disney

by Jessica Coburn
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A Feast for the Eyes

You’ll be able to take the art of the selfie to a whole new 

level through a brand-new Artful Photo Op featuring two 

Vincent Van Gogh paintings: “Café Terrace at Night” and 

“Sunflowers.” 

Create your own hand-painted Artistic Marbling creation, 

or design your own T-shirt at Enemy Ink. You’ll find many 

galleries featuring artwork from all around the world, 

including Mexico, Norway, Japan, and Morocco. You’ll even 

find highly talented Chalk Artists creating realistic, multi-

dimensional sidewalk masterpieces.

Each day of the Festival features a wealth of Family Fun 

activities including:

Figment’s Brush with the Masters: A scavenger hunt 

where’ll need to find everyone’s favorite dragon hidden 

somewhere in a famous pieces of art in each World 

Showcase pavilion.

The Green Landing Family Play Zone: Join Wall-E and 

Eve in a lush, green environment built for exploring.

Photo-ops: There are lots of these to be found, including a 

Peter Pan Storybook at the United Kingdom where you can 

immerse yourself in the Mermaid Lagoon or at Skull Rock.

You can even discover your inner artist at the Paint-by-

Number wall mural in Future World.

You’ll also delight in the wide variety of performance 

artists found throughout the Festival, including the 

Epcot Living Statues and Art Defying Gravity shows. You 

can purchase works by Disney’s iconic artists at displays 

throughout World Showcase, and watch visiting artists as 

they create new Disney-inspired pieces. 

Artists to be found this year include Rosemary Begley, 

Brian Blackmore, Doug Bolly, David Buckley, Morgan Ditta, 

Will Gay, Kim Gromoll, Kent Hammerstrom, Joe Kaminski, 

Kevin-John, Patricia Landing, Alex Maher, Tim McCloskey 

,Brett Owens, Jason Peltz, Don “Ducky” Williams, Darren 

Wilson, Nidhi Chanani, John Coulter, Caley Hicks, June Kim, 

Jerrod Maruyama Dave Perillo, Jason Ratner, Ashley Taylor, 

Kristin Tercek, and Gabby Zapata. 
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A Feast for the Ears

The Disney on Broadway Concert Series! returns with 

new performers at the America Gardens Theatre. This year’s 

lineup includes Kissy Simmons, who starred as Nala in The 

Lion King, and Kevin Massey from Tarzan. There will be three 

daily performances every day throughout the Festival. 

All shows are included with theme park admission, but 

the best way to experience a performance is by reserving 

a “Disney on Broadway” Dining Package, which guarantees 

seating for one show on the day of the dining experience. 

Packages at participating Epcot restaurants are now 

booking; guests can visit ArtfulEpcot.com or call (407) WDW-

FEST to make a reservation.

A Feast for the Tummy

Twelve festival Food Studios will be participating in the 

culinary arts this year with incredible dishes that will be 

almost too beautiful and elegant to eat! Some of them will 

only be displayed on Saturdays and Sundays, included Le 

Cellier Brunch in the Canada pavilion. New this year is the 

Wonderful Walk of Colorful Cuisine, featuring a culinary 

reward – if you collect a stamp in your festival passport for 

each menu item purchased along the Wonderful Walk, you’ll 

fill your “palette” and receive a delicious technicolor treat.

You’ll discover even more culinary delights at the 

Deconstructed Dish Food Studio, which features the 

Deconstructed Reuben and Rainboba drink. Or you can 

check out The Masterpiece Kitchen at the Canada pavilion, 

which offers up a Wild Mushroom Risotto and Classic 

Sidecar with a Chocolate Twist. The Decadent Delights 

Food Studio features the sweetest takes on culinary art 

like the Lemon Blood-Orange Tart and the White Chocolate 

Figment Puzzle on an Artist Palette. 

This year’s Festival offers a wealth of artistic delights to 

please all of your senses, so join Winnie the Pooh (if you can 

get him away from the smackerals), and unleash your inner 

artist at the 2020 Epcot International Festival of the Arts.

Hope to see you there! 
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by Brittany DiCologero
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As one of the most popular value resorts for Guests 

visiting the Walt Disney World Resort, Disney’s Pop 

Century Resort is filled with nostalgic memories from the 

1950s through the 1990s. The resort’s larger-than-life icons 

bring these retro vibes to life all around the property, and 

tons of fun details can be found everywhere – from the 

display cases in the lobby to some of the most uniquely 

themed pools and recreation areas to be found at any of 

Disney’s resorts. 

Walt Disney World introduced value-tiered resorts in 

the late 1990s with the opening of Disney’s All-Star Resorts. 

The resorts, themed after Sports, Music, and Movies, 

offered an affordable option for families looking to stay 

on Disney property without breaking the bank. During the 

construction phases of Disney’s Pop Century Resort, a sister 

resort was in the works across the aptly named Hourglass 

Lake. These additional buildings would have made up the 

Legendary Years, which would have been tied to the Classic 

Years (or main area) of the resort via the Generation Gap 

bridge. Work on the Legendary Years was put on hold during 

the early 2000s, but the partially constructed resort areas 

eventually became Disney’s Art of Animation Resort (and 

we’ll have more on that in a later issue!). 

Back at Pop Century, Guests staying at the resort today 

can take in the resort’s theming wherever they look. Larger-

than-life icons and authentic memorabilia recreate the fads 

and trends of each decade with memorable catchphrases, 

yo-yos, Rubik’s Cubes, computers, and more. The resort’s 

main pool area, the Hippy Dippy Pool (located in the 1960s 

section of the resort) even features flower-shaped water 

jets. For a quieter place to swim, Guests can take a short walk 

from the main pool to find the 1950s-themed Bowling Pool 

or the Computer Pool, straight out of the 1990s. 

As far as value resort dining goes, Pop Century is home to 

some of the most unique snacks, all of which can be found in 

the Everything Pop food court. A fan-favorite sweet to pick up 

26 · WDW Monthly
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at the resort’s food court is the tie-dye cheesecake. It’s exactly 

what it sounds like, a rich and decadent dessert all done 

up with a tie-dye color scheme perfectly complementing 

the resort’s theme. For another twist on something sweet, 

try the oatmeal cream pie – two oatmeal cookies with 

marshmallow buttercream filling, dark chocolate and 

cinnamon icing all topped with rainbow Krispies. 

In 2019, the Disney Skyliner made its debut, complete 

with a stop at Pop Century! The new aerial gondola system 

provides alternate transportation for Guests visiting Epcot 

and Disney’s Hollywood Studios. Along with Pop Century, 

the Skyliner stops at Disney’s Art of Animation Resort, 

Disney’s Caribbean Beach Resort, and the newest addition 

to the resort scene, Disney’s Riviera Resort. Select gondolas 

are even designed with Disney characters from hit films or 

theme park attractions, giving your flight to these parks and 

resorts a bit of extra character.  

Before leaving Disney’s Pop Century Resort, don’t forget 

to stop in the gift shop. Part of the Everything Pop complex, 

this shop offers all the usual Disney souvenirs like t-shirts 

and autograph books, plus any toiletries you may have 

forgotten. However, it’s also home to some of the most 

whimsical resort-specific merchandise you’ll find anywhere 

at Disney. Items specifically made for value resorts are not 

always easy to come by (and they are typically not available 

on the ShopDisney website after your trip) so if you are 

hoping to take home a Pop Century souvenir be sure to do 

some shopping before you check out!

Have you stayed at Disney’s Pop Century Resort? Hoping 

to book a stay for your next Disney trip to hop on the Disney 

Skyliner? Or have any favorite memories or photos you’d like 

to share? If so, be sure to tag us @CelebrationsMag and using 

#CelebrationsMag! 

In the meantime, kick back, relax, and enjoy all of the 

nostalgic charm (and perhaps relive a favorite part of your 

childhood!) at Disney’s Pop Century Resort!
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Hello, and welcome to the world-famous Jungle Cruise! 

Well, actually you aren’t on the Jungle Cruise just yet. 

This is the queue. You know, the thing that comes before the 

attraction but after the l,m,n,o,p? I’ll pause to let you finish 

laughing. You have to start laughing to finish. I can wait. 

(Don’t worry, the jokes will get much worse as our journey 

moves on…)

Before we begin, let’s get a little history. The Jungle Cruise 

was an opening day attraction at Disneyland in 1955, and at 

Walt Disney World in 1971. It was partly inspired by the filming 

of the 1955 True Life Adventure film The African Lion as well as 

the classic Bogart and Hepburn film The African Queen which 

was released in 1951. Imagineers Harper Goff and Bill Evans 

were responsible for the conceptualization and early plans 

for the attraction, which also owes quite a bit to Imagineer 

(and one of Disney’s Nine Old Men) Marc Davis.

The Jungle Cruise is found in Adventureland and, believe 

it or not, the original concept was much more serious than 

the experience Guests are used to today. The original idea 

was that riders would have heard a spiel similar to a National 

Geographic special, not the frequent puns and silly banter 

you hear today. In addition, the original concept called for 

the use of live animals, as opposed to Audio-Animatronics. 

There are quite a few things to see while you wait to 

board your boat, but please resist the urge to take pictures. 

They’re nailed there for a reason. The queue will take you 

through the Jungle Cruise offices, giving you a rare glance 

into the operations of this remarkable company. Don’t pay 

any attention to the chalkboard of missing persons. If Ms. 

Ilene Dover didn’t want to fall into the river, she should have 

been born with a different name. As you wait in the queue, 

you’ll be treated to music and a radio broadcast by “The 

Voice of the Jungle” Albert Awol. You’ll also see maps, and a 

variety of crates intended for transit to various companies 

and expeditions. Near the front of the queue, there’s a small 

cage holding a tarantula. Go ahead and give the handle on 

top of the cage a little tug. The spider loves that. I’m kidding 

of course. Messing with the cage makes the spider hopping 

mad, and if you know anything about tarantulas, you 

know that’s a hairy situation. (See, we told you it would get 

worse…)

When you first climb aboard your faithful ship, you’ll 

be introduced to your jungle cruise skipper, who will be 

your tour guide, lion tamer, and maybe even your swim 

instructor! Don’t worry, Jungle Cruise skippers hardly ever 

lose passengers. They know exactly where they leave them. 

Your journey begins on the Amazon River in the rain 

forest, and the first major landmark will be on the left hand 
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side of the boat. It’s the magnificent Inspiration Falls. Now, 

you’re probably wondering how it got that name. According 

to reliable sources, it’s because whether it’s flowing at just a 

tiny trickle or a raging torrent, the steady stream of water 

will always inspire you to go. At least, that’s the number one 

reason. 

After a brief journey through the Amazon, the boat jumps 

to the Congo River. Take a quick look off the left side of the 

boat again and you’ll get to see an old Disney favorite: the 

Jungle Book! And it’s in 3D! 

As we travel a little deeper along the Congo River, you 

should take a look off the right side of the boat. Eh, you 

know on second thought. I don’t see anything. Canoe? See, 

that’s funny because it sounds like I said, “Can you?” but 

what I said was “canoe” because there are three pygmy war 

canoes on the beach. Get it? You’ll also notice a bunch of 

skulls on spears. One thing you may not know – if any of 

those skulls fall into the river, we’ll finally have discovered 

the headwaters of the Congo. That little structure with the 

grass ceiling just beyond the spears? That’s what we call 

headquarters. (Had enough yet? No? Great, there’s lots more 

to come!)

Over on the other side of the boat, you’ll get your first 

glimpse of one of the animals who make their home on the 

Jungle Cruise. It’s a python affectionately known as Monty, 

who sits draped across the barren branches of a tree. I say 

affectionately, because a few people once fell off the boat 

here, and Monty decided they were his main squeeze. Yeah, 

he had quite a crush on them.

Now, if you’ll kindly direct your gaze back to the right side 

of the boat, you’ll get a good look at a gorilla who has raided 

an encampment. Items lay strewn about while the gorilla 

tries on a hat inside the tent. Yeah, he’s obviously feeling 

kinda pithy. A smaller primate sits a few feet away atop a 

box of munitions, which seems like it could become a pretty 

explosive situation. You know, it’s not all bad though. You’ll 

notice that the gorilla got that old jeep on the beach to 

finally turn over. 

As we drift past the camp, we find ourselves travelling 

along the legendary Nile River. The longest river in the 

world, it goes on for Niles and Niles, and if you don’t believe 

me, well you know what you’re in? The wrong. You probably 

thought I was going to say, “De-Nile,” but no. A joke like that 

could land me in the pun-itentiary. 

Oh, look! There on the left side of the boat is the largest 

land mammal in the world: the African Bush elephant, or at 

least an mechanical representation of one. You’ll never see 

anything like it again. Unless you look immediately to the 

right side of the boat.

Just past the elephants and to your right you’ll notice 

some large rocks. A lot of Guests take them for granite, but I 

think they’re some of the Jungle Cruise’s boulder attractions. 

We are now looking across the African veldt. Here you’ll 

see wildebeest, giraffes, and impalas. You’ll also see a pride 

of lions and, oh isn’t that sweet? Look how they’re watching 

over that peaceful, sleeping zebra! Yeah, that’s how zebras 

sleep. On their side. Surrounded by lions. Feet in the air. Neck 

slightly bent. I’m kidding of course. The zebra is dead. Sing 

with me now, “It’s the Circle of Life, and it moves us all…”

Before we get a copyright infringement notice, let’s move 

along. Just beyond the pride of killer lions, we find a lost 

safari that has been chased up a pole by an angry rhino. You 

know, we warned them about the wildlife before they set 

out. I guess they’ll finally get the point. In the end. 

Further along the river, and still on the right, you’ll notice 

a pair of Nile Crocodiles on the bank of the river. Beside the 

crocs, which open and close their powerful jaws, you’ll see a 

trio of wooden totems. 

Directly ahead, the boat approaches the one and only 

Schweitzer Falls, named for famed naturalist and explorer 

Doctor Albert...Falls. You might be interested to know 

that Doctor Falls is a renowned member of the Society of 

Explorers and Adventurers whose members also include 

Barnabas T. Bullion of Big Thunder Mountain fame, Jock 

Lindsey from Lindsey’s Hangar Bar, and Merriweather 

Adam Pleasure of Pleasure Island, to name just a few. 

You know, as we veer sharply away from the falls I’d like to 

show you something pretty special. On the port side of the 

boat, you’ll see my home. It’s where I crash. I know it looks a 

little plane, but hey, I got it for half off. 

The boat now approaches a bloat of hippos in the water. 

That’s correct: a group of hippos is called a bloat. Hippos are 

the deadliest mammal on the African continent. Because of 

this, your skipper may try and scare them off.

After the hippos, the boat will pass by a group of natives 

performing a tribal dance to the sound of drumming. They 

perform their dance in a building decorated with what 

appear to be Zulu designs. Just beyond the dancers, you’ll 

see a smaller hut with a group of men playing drums. Off to 

the left side of the boat, tribesmen stand on the riverbank 

wearing masks and brandishing their spears threateningly 

at the passing boat. 
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Not to worry though, all trace of danger is quickly left 

behind as the boat passes behind Schweitzer Falls and gives 

Guests the view they’ve been waiting to see. Yes folks, it’s the 

eighth wonder of the world: THE BACKSIDE OF WATER! This 

portion of the Jungle Cruise always makes a splash with 

Guests. 

We’ve finally reached the end of the Nile, and our ship 

moves into the Mekong River. On the right side of the boat 

stands an image of the Buddha in a Khmer temple. It is 

slightly overgrown with vines and has a quiet beauty that 

might surprise you after all the visual gags and puns. The 

boat will now travel into a darkened tunnel where the 

skipper typically ceases his or her narration and lets you 

soak in the ambiance. 

Heading into the tunnel, you’ll see a tiger amidst the 

greenery. The stone walls are decorated with faded paintings 

of Vishnu, Krishna, and Brahma. Vines creep through cracks 

and haunting music plays. As the boat continues on, you’ll 

notice a spider on a massive web, a golden statue of the 

Hindu god Hanuman surrounded by hooded cobras, and a 

group of monkeys playing with an assortment of treasures. 

Before leaving the tunnel, the boat passes statues of the 

Buddha with his hand raised in a gesture of peace. 

Immediately after leaving the tunnel, we find ourselves 

in the midst of a bathing herd of Indian Elephants. Don’t 

worry, it’s safe to take pictures. They’ve all got their trunks 

on. Several of the elephants spray water from their noses as 

the boat passes by.

At this point the journey comes to its most deadly turn 

of all, the return to civilization. Before we disembark, take 

a look off the left side of the boat and you’ll see the Jungle 

Cruise’s head salesman: Trader Sam. He’s got a special going: 

two of his heads for one of yours. Anyway you slice it or dice 

it, you’ll come out ahead. 

Regrettably, that brings us to the end of our journey. 

I hope you’ve enjoyed your tour. If you have, my name is 

Shaun Jex. If you haven’t enjoyed the article, my name is  

Tim Foster.

Photo ©Tim Foster

Take a virtual tour of 
the Jungle Cruise in our newest 

Magical Moments video!!

https://youtu.be/tRNXF-jJQRY
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