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Travel Tips & Disney Happenings
New Cirque du Soleil Shaw at Disney Spring, ‘Drawn 

to Life’, Tickets Now Available 

On December 10th, 2019 Cirque du Soleil announced 

the name of the their highly anticipated new show set 

to premiere at Disney Springs on March 20th, 2020, and 

tickets are now on sale. The new show “Drawn to Life” 

is a result of collaboration between three of the best 

teams in entertainment; Cirque du Soleil, Walt Disney 

Animation Studios, and Walt Disney Imagineering. 

According to Disney Parks Blog, “This new show follows 

the story of Julie, a courageous and determined girl who 

discovers an unexpected gift left by her late father: an 

unfinished animation piece. Guided by a surprising 

pencil, she embarks on an inspiring quest sprinkled with 

her Disney childhood memories. Through this journey, 

she learns to imagine new possibilities and animate the 

story of her future.”

While the previous Cirque du Soleil show at Disney 

Springs, “La Nouba” was amazing in its own right, the 

prospect of what this new show could bring to the stage 

is unlike anything before. Tickets are sure to go fast so 

now is the time to start planning. 

Debut of Star Wars: Rise of the Resistance at 

Hollywood Studios is a Huge Success

Hours before the opening of Hollywood Studios on 

December 5, cars where lined up on the side of the road 

waiting for the parking lot to open. With traffic cones 

set up to corral the excited onslaught of Star Wars fans, 

a police officer slowly drove down the side of the road, 

keeping the roadways cleared. People did what they 

could to try and be the closest to the parking entrance 

when the it officially started welcoming Guests. 

The craze for Disney’s new ride, Star Wars: Rise of 

the Resistance, is at fever pitch as this groundbreaking 

attraction puts Guest right in the middle of a climactic 

battle between the First Order and the Resistance, 

including a faceoff with Kylo Ren. From full-sized 

transports to the Star Destroyer, the adventure is 

considered to be one of the most immersive, ambitious, 

and technologically advanced experiences in Disney 

history.

Due to all the excitement and high demand it is 

important to understand the process put in 

place at Hollywood Studios. Rise of the Resistance will 

be utilizing the digital boarding pass program found 

inside the My Disney Experience app. Under the Star 

Wars Galaxy’s Edge section, you will be able to “Find Out 

More.” The virtual queue or “boarding groups” can only 

be joined once you are scanned into Hollywood Studios. 

Here are a few important things to remember: make 

sure your push notifications are on for your My Disney 

Experience app so you will receive a notification when 

your boarding group is called. Once your group is called, 

you will have up to two hours to enter. Lastly, with such 

demand, boarding groups are limited, so arrive early 

before all the boarding pass are taken. 

Walt Disney World Resort to Debut Star Wars: 

Galactic Starcruiser in 2021

The long-anticipated Star Wars-themed hotel that 

has had fans salivating at the idea of a fully immersive, 

multi-day experience just took a huge step forward with 

a recent announcement. Star Wars: Galactic Starcruiser 

is more than just a resort, it’s closer to a cruise ship with 

a two-night itinerary vacation, allowing your family to 

become the heroes of their own adventure. This new 

type of vacation is something only Disney could create 

and will surround you 24/7 in the world of Star Wars. 

Once you reach the Galactic Starcruiser Terminal, your 

adventure begins and you will be taken via launch pod 

up to the Halcyon, the starcruiser that will be your home 

for the next two nights. The Halcyon is an enormous 

ship, too big to land on any planet, but rest assured that 

part of your trip will include a transport ship down to 

your “spaceport of call” at the Black Spire Outpost on the 

planet of Batuu. 

The resort experience is set to open in 2021, 

and you can find out more and stay up to date at 

starwarsgalacticstarcruiser.com.  

  

Courtesy of Michael Renfrow, Owner and Head Conciear 

at CONCIEARS, your magical vacation concierge. Contact  

CONCIEARS for your next vacation to any of Disney’s magical 

destinations around the planet and prepare yourself for a level 

of service you won’t get anywhere else. Call 1-856-687-3277 or 

email him directly at mrenfrow@conciears.com to kick off 

your next adventure!
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WISHING YOU A 
VERY MERRY DISNEY 
CHRISTMAS! 
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There’s nothing quite as magical as Christmas at 

Walt Disney World. At this most joyous time of 

year, we wanted to wish you and yours a very happy 

holiday, and we invite you to join us as we take a 

pictorial journey down Main Street U.S.A. and beyond. 

So grab a nice, hot cup of cocoa as we set off on a Disney 

Christmas stroll! 

 

Photos by John Tamburriello
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Christmas in Walt Disney World is the most magical time of the year! From 

gorgeous wreaths to stunning Tannenbaum, and of course, Mickey shaped 

peppermint-flavored everything, the enchantment of Walt Disney World is 

second to none. Whether you are in the single-digit countdown for your Disney 

Christmas vacation, or will be dreaming of the snow on Main Street U.S.A. from 

across the pond, grab a hot chocolate and come along with us as we take you 

on a virtual tour of the dazzling resorts of the Magic Kingdom and Epcot, with 

a special side trip to Disney’s Animal Kingdom. 

To begin our journey, let’s hop on the monorail for a tour of the Magic Kingdom 

resorts (with a launch boat voyage thrown in for good measure): a prerequisite 

on any Disney holiday trip. Whether you prefer the more traditional decor 

of the Contemporary, the elegant stylings of the Grand Floridian, the rustic 

homey-ness of the Wilderness Lodge, or even if you’re dreaming of saying Aloha 

to a warm holiday with your toes in the sand at the Polynesian, there’s a little 

something here for everyone. 

Story by Britta Stephens • RESORT Photos by Tim Foster
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The Grand Floridian Resort & Spa

The Grand Floridian transports you to a fairytale Victorian Christmas with 

all the frills…and one of the most breathtaking Christmas trees to be found 

in all of Walt Disney World. This resort takes vintage Disney to a whole new 

level with a life-size gingerbread house that is too dazzling to eat! Stepping 

into the Grand Floridian is like walking into a Dickens-style Christmas village 

snowglobe. And while you’re gazing up at the beautiful decorations and 

listening to the holiday musical merriment of the Grand Floridian Society 

Orchestra or the classical pianist, you just might be lucky enough to see Mickey 

and Minnie donned in their nineteenth-century Christmas finest!
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The Contemporary Resort

Next up is the Contemporary, which offers 

a more traditional take on the holiday season. 

Home of Chef Mickey’s, it’s no surprise that this 

is the most festively Disney-themed resort at 

the Magic Kingdom! For example, you’ll find a 

whimsical gingerbread “house” in the Grand 

Concourse. Fans of “it’s a small world,” and 

the artwork of Mary Blair, will delight in the 

charming confectionery recreation of Cinderella 

Castle, which contains eighteen Hidden Mickeys, 

six hundred and fifty-five pounds of sugar, and 

over five thousand gingerbread bricks! But wait, 

where’s the Christmas tree? Unlike the other 

resorts, where you’ll find the signature trees 

in the middle of their respective lobbies, the 

Contemporary’s tree (the tallest at Walt Disney 

World) is located outside! The iconic tree is 

simple yet stunning, and since it’s located out on 

the promenade, it’s usually not congested with 

resort goers, making it the perfect location for a 

festive photo-op!

12 · WDW Monthly
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Polynesian Village Resort

If you’re ready to trade in your parka for a wetsuit, and your poinsettias 

for Hawaiian hibiscus, follow me to the Polynesian! From the delightful 

aromas wafting through the lobby to the tiki tiki tiki...everything, this 

is one of my all-time favorite resorts! As you might expect, the tree in 

the lobby of the Polynesian is anything but traditional. Adorned with 

the aforementioned gorgeous hibiscus, colorful bows, and wooden 

ornaments that are just so Polynesian, the tree is topped off with the 

gorgeous bird of paradise. This evergreen will have you dreaming of a 

warm Christmas! This tropical resort is the perfect place to relax whilst 

taking a break from the crowds, especially if you’re there for a holiday 

dining reservation at ‘Ohana! While you’re dining, be sure to say aloha to 

Lilo and Stitch, all decked out in their Hawaiian, holiday finest!
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Wilderness Lodge

Last, but certainly not least on our Magic Kingdom 

resort tour is the Wilderness Lodge. This resort feels like 

the lodges of the great Northwest all year round, but 

during Christmas the Lodge turns into a true holiday 

home that will have you wanting to kick off your shoes 

and asking mom for another slice of pecan pie! The rustic 

influence of the Wilderness Lodge shines brilliantly 

during Christmas time, and can be seen in everything 

from the woodland creatures and teepee ornaments 

in the lobby, to the breathtaking rustic Christmas tree 

rising high up into the rafters! Once you’ve toured this 

cozy lodge, be sure to stop at Trail’s End for one of the 

best buffets on Disney property. Although you couldn’t be 

further from natural beauty of the great Northwest in 

this little corner of Florida, the Wilderness Lodge gives you 

that cozy feeling of being tucked away in the mountains 

surrounded by five hundred plus of your closest family 

and friends this holiday season!

14 · WDW Monthly
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Epcot 

Let’s wave goodbye to the Magic Kingdom and prepare to travel around the 

world and back again via the delightful resorts of Epcot! Leave everything you 

thought you knew about holiday decor behind, because on this tour we’ll discover 

everything from nautical, beachy beauty to dazzling “under the sea” elegance at 

these gorgeous waterfront retreats!

The Yacht Club

Let’s begin our holiday voyage at the Yacht Club, where the resort’s signature 

nautical theme is sure to warm your heart and lift your spirits. Families and 

children may not necessarily pervade this extravagant convention resort, but we 

still think it’s one of Disney’s most underrated “Christmas must-sees.”  From the 

friendly Cast Members decked out in their best captain and crew embellishments 

and the sailboats festooned on the Christmas trees, to the elegant globe in the lobby 

(complete with a Hidden Mickey) and the awe-inspiring small-town Christmas 

display, this resort will bring a smile to sailors of all ages during the holidays!
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The Beach Club 

Grab your SPF (ok, it’s Florida, you always need 

that!) and flip flops because next up on our list of 

Epcot resorts is the Beach Club. If you are dreaming 

of a white sand Christmas, this resort is for you! 

We absolutely love the theming here – fishes, 

seahorses and other sea life ornaments adorn the 

evergreens, and sand dollars can be found at every 

turn. And that gingerbread carousel...breathtaking! 

While you may think of red, green, and white as 

traditional Christmas colors, at the Beach Club 

these holiday colors change to blues, sea greens, 

and aquas. And you know what? Somehow that 

makes them even more festive! 

16 · WDW Monthly
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BoardWalk Inn

Step right up, because the BoardWalk Inn is next on our list! This unique 

yet traditional resort is full of surprises. The old-fashioned carnival piers 

of old predominate the theming here, and It doesn’t take much to make 

the outside merry and bright – there’s already enough red and white for 

a few wreaths to get you in the Christmas spirit! Like the Contemporary, 

the Christmas tree at the BoardWalk is located outside, making for a 

festive bit of Christmas magic that might take you by surprise as you stroll 

around Crescent Lake. But once inside, you’ll find yourself transported to 

a place of nostalgic magic combined with holiday memories of days gone 

by. The gingerbread display here is a miniature replica of the resort itself; 

look closely and check out all of the intricate details and Hidden Mickeys 

tucked away in this stunning work of art. Whimsical nutcrackers and 

circus animals furnish the trees and mantels of the BoardWalk Inn, 

playing on the jovial circus theme that tugs at our heart strings. 
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Swan and Dolphin 

The pièce de résistance of our journey 

through the imaginative Epcot resorts is 

the elegant Swan and Dolphin. If you want 

to give your eyes a rest from the beautiful, 

yet often overwhelming display of all the 

Christmas ornamentation colors, stop by 

the Swan and Dolphin for a more delicate 

Disney decorating touch. For sheer Christmas 

elegance, nothing can top the sister resorts’ 

version of the Christmas tree. Unlike the 

traditional trees found throughout the rest 

of Walt Disney World, the Swan and Dolphin 

is home to a dazzling crystal display, the 

Grand Chandelier, which features over 10,000 

crystals shimmering with the dazzling glow 

of thousands of diamonds! When it comes 

to unique Christmas décor, nothing tops 

this imaginative and stunningly beautiful 

Christmas display. 
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Disney’s Animal Kingdom

The Walt Disney World resorts are 

breathtaking any time of year, but when they 

are decked out in their holiday finest, they are 

truly a sight to behold. The Walt Disney World 

resorts are the stuff of your most imaginative 

Christmas dreams, and nothing can quite 

compare to these retreats during the holidays…

except perhaps the parks. 

Disney’s Animal Kingdom has experienced a 

holiday renaissance this year, and the result is 

heartwarming and magnificent, much like the 

Animal Kingdom resort itself. So before we say 

“see ya real soon,” come along as we take a trip to 

what is becoming one of Disney’s most beloved 

parks for the holiday season. 

A Merry Menagerie

The new artisan-sculpted animal puppets are 

certainly the most talked-about new holiday feature. 

Disney is no stranger to the use of puppets throughout 

the parks, but these are arguably the most unique. 

Incredible puppeteers, dressed in white, take a backseat 

to the personalities of their animals in order to bring 

them to life. Best of all, the theming of the puppets plays 

directly into the new winter-themed show at the Tree of 

Life. From the whimsical reindeer, foxes, and polar bears, 

to the bird lanterns that illuminate the sky at night, 

these puppets are a sight to behold. What’s even more 

magical is how the puppeteers seem to be an extension 

of the moving displays themselves. 
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Asia, Africa, and Pandora 

To celebrate Diwali (the Hindu festival of lights) in Asia, glowing flowers and 

lanterns can be found throughout Anandapur. If you have never experienced 

Diwali, this is an excellent place to learn more about it, especially if you want 

the immersive, Disney-inspired experience.

In Harambe in Africa, familiar western traditions are married with the colors 

and fabrics of authentic African festivities. You can hear the celebrations from 

the Tree of Life and feel the beat of these incredible shows the moment you set 

foot in this area of the park, and the feeling of togetherness and holiday spirit 

will stay with you long after you’ve left. 

Keeping with the spirit of culture and tradition, the Animal Kingdom has 

made sure to bring those ideals to Pandora. Don’t forget to stop by Pongu 

Pongu in Pandora to find nostalgic works of art made by the Pandora natives, 

along with some vintage items earthlings will be sure to enjoy as well.

Photos ©Disney



WDW Monthly • 21  WDW Monthly • 21

DinoLand U.S.A.

Our final stop is possibly the cutest land in all of 

the Animal Kingdom! Donald’s Dino bash takes on 

a whole new meaning when you get your holiday 

bash on amidst gorgeous decor! For the children, the 

decorations play into the carnival theming made by 

Chip ‘n’ Dale and Donald Duck. However, adults may 

notice the archeological touches waiting to be found 

amidst the decorations, serving to bring a little touch 

of tradition to the park. And don’t forget the photo-

ops with Donald and Daisy, all decked out in their best 

holiday bib and tucker. It’s a great way to end any day 

in the Animal Kingdom!
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by Brittany 
DiCologero
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Disney’s Yacht & Beach Club Resorts, nestled on the 

shores of Crescent Lake behind Epcot, are two of our 

favorite places to visit at Walt Disney World during the 

holiday season. The sister resorts exude nautical elegance 

that comes to life even more at Christmas, and make the 

perfect setting for a festive Disney a holiday stroll.

Disney’s Yacht Club Resort

The arrival of Christmas at Disney’s Yacht Club brings 

with it dozens of Christmas trees, along with rows and 

rows of wreaths and garland that are filled to the brim 

with yachts, sailboats, and anchors. The nautical-inspired 

motif is carried throughout the resort, making the grounds 

one of the most uniquely themed in terms of holiday décor 

at Walt Disney World.

We’ll start our Christmas resort tour in the lobby, where 

Guests can see a breathtaking Christmas railroad display 

that features a vintage train running alongside a diorama 

of a wintry town. The Yacht Club, perhaps due to it being a 

convention hotel, tends to appeal more to older Guests, but 

the festive train set up in the lobby brings a little Christmas 

cheer for the whole family. There are loads of details to 

explore in this diorama, from the expertly designed pieces 

that make up the town to dozens of Hidden Mickeys. 

The resort’s main Christmas tree, located in the lobby, 

continues the upscale nautical theme, with yachts and 

sloops of all shapes and sizes adorning every corner. If you’re 

doing a Christmas resort tour and are looking to get some 

photos of this tree (and others around Disney’s resorts), be 

sure to spend some time taking close-up pictures of the 

ornaments on the tree. The Yacht Club’s tree truly embodies 

the spirit of the resort, pulling together all things nautical 

in the most festive of ways. Before leaving the lobby, grab 

your camera and get some shots of the tree standing 

majestically amidst the rest of lobby’s grand space. The 

colors used for the holiday directions add a lovely touch to 

the seafaring décor, reflecting off the bright wooden floors 

and the Yacht Club’s signature globe. 

Photos ©Tim Foster



26 · WDW Monthly

Disney’s Beach Club Resort

The sister resort of the Yacht Club, Disney’s Beach Club 

Resort, takes the nautical theme to a more whimsical level, 

with bright pastels and homey seaside-inspired décor. The 

coastal theming of the resort is enhanced throughout the 

property during the holidays, but the main reason you need 

to add the Beach Club to your Christmas resort tour can be 

found right in the lobby. 

Each year the resort constructs an elaborate life-sized 

carousel made almost entirely out of gingerbread and 

chocolate. The carousel is constructed using a series of 

ornate (and edible!) pieces of candy and baked goods and 

includes around 20 Hidden Mickeys. In total, the working 

carousel is crafted with 96 pounds of flour, 100 pints of eggs, 

36 pounds of honey, 10 pounds of spices, 10 quarts of syrup, 

50 pounds of dark chocolate, 150 pounds of icing, 50 pounds 

of modeling chocolate, 200 sugar flowers, and about 2,000 

pieces of gingerbread. 

You’ll also find numerous trees throughout the resort, 

adorned with relaxed expressions of coastal sea life 

including starfish, seashells, and more. The resort’s festive 

holiday scenery continues on through the many wreaths 

and garland that are wrapped around nearly every railing 

and doorway. While visiting the Beach Club, plan to take 

some time to look at all of the ornaments. At first glance 

they may seem like the classic coastal variety, but a closer 

look will reveal some eclectic pieces such as mermaids, fish 

with musical instruments, colorful buoys, and more. 

Photos ©Tim Foster
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Eat, Drink, and Be Merry

There is no shortage of festive food and drink at the two 

resorts, but if you need some ideas for where to spend the 

holidays, we’ve got you covered. For the ultimate special 

occasion this season, enjoy a signature dining experience 

at the Yachtsman Steakhouse. Head to Ale & Compass for 

a more casual dinner with options ranging from delicious 

vegan eats to a classic New England clambake. For character 

dining, you can never go wrong with breakfast at Cape May 

Café, or for something different, celebrate the season with 

the restaurant’s dinnertime seafood buffet.

Looking for dessert? Don’t miss the Beaches & Cream 

Soda Shop! Whether you opt to bond with the family over 

the Kitchen Sink (featuring eight scoops of ice cream and 

all the toppings in the house, including a whole can of 

whipped cream! A whole can? Yes, a whole can!) or try your 

own holiday-inspired sundae, Beaches & Cream is a must-

do for every sweet tooth in your family. This beachy sweet 

spot has become increasingly popular over the years…

especially during the holidays when the parks are on the 

more crowded side. There is a takeout window if your plans 

bring you here last-minute, but for an inside table, be sure 

to book in advance. 

Holiday Fun Around Crescent Lake

Disney’s Yacht & Beach Club Resorts are some of our 

favorite places to call home during the holidays, but we’d 

be remiss if we didn’t share at least a couple of holiday 

details from the rest of the Epcot Resort Area. If you visit 

Disney’s BoardWalk Inn, you’ll find a gingerbread house!  

The BoardWalk is also home to a variety of shops and 

restaurants, many offering holiday-inspired twists on their 

usual fare (don’t miss the Peppermint Pattie ice cream from 

Ample Hills Creamery!). 

From there, head to the Walt Disney World Swan and 

Dolphin Resorts, which celebrate the season with merry 

décor, and say ‘hello’ to Santa and Mrs. Claus themselves! 

The couple of the season actually meets Guests throughout 

November and December at the resorts dressed in their 

“Florida best,” with floral printed shirts ready for a day in the 

Sunshine State. Check with the Swan and Dolphin Resort 

directly to confirm greeting times, and consider a stop here 

if you are looking to meet Mr. Kringle himself on a day you’re 

skipping using a park ticket. 

Do you have a favorite Epcot Area Resort to visit during the 

holidays? Share your favorites with us on social media by using 

#CelebrationsMag!
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by Shaun Jex
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Roughly 36 years ago, legendary Disney Imagineer Tony 

Baxter was stuck in traffic at rush hour. Now, when I 

get stuck in traffic, I tend to fume and shout unrepeatable 

things at the cars around me. Fortunately for Disney fans 

everywhere, Baxter uses his time better. He avoided road 

rage by coming up with Splash Mountain.

You could say that the attraction was born in Baxter’s 

childhood. He was a lifelong fan of Song of the South, 

Disney’s 1946 film built around the stories of Uncle Remus as 

written by Joel Chandler Harris. The movie gave the world 

the song, “Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah” and introduced moviegoers 

to the characters of Br’er Bear, Br’er Fox, and Br’er Rabbit, the 

latter of whom was constantly outsmarting his enemies 

and getting into mischief of one kind or another. 

The next key event in the development of Splash Mountain 

was the closure of America Sings! The Disneyland attraction 

featured a whole menagerie of Audio Animatronic critters 

who entertained Guests with songs from American history. 

It opened in 1974, and closed in 1988, a year before the 

opening of Splash Mountain. Attendance at the show had 

been dipping prior to its closure, and Baxter wanted to find 

a way to reuse the Audio Animatronics. Dick Nunis, former 

chairman of Walt Disney Attractions, was anxious to add a 

log flume to the parks. Baxter connected the dots between 

the impending end of America Sings, the flume, and his love 

of Song of the South and came up with Splash Mountain, 

though it was originally titled Zip-A-Dee River Run. 

Three years after the opening of the Disneyland version 

of Splash Mountain, Florida got its own. The two are 

fundamentally the same, except that in Disneyland, Guests 

can’t sit side by side like they do in the Magic Kingdom. 

As always, Disney Imagineers set the mood for the 

attraction from the moment you step into the queue. 

It winds its way through an old barn full of rusty, dusty 

farm equipment. After exiting the barn, you find yourself 

outdoors facing a trio of signs that point the way to Br’er 

Fox, Br’er Rabbit, and Br’er Bear’s homes. You then lumber up 

a flight of stairs that takes you into the upper level of the 

barn. As you leave this area, you’ll pass right by the tracks 

of the Walt Disney World Railroad. If you’re lucky, you might 

even see a train chugging along. Next is an area that looks a 

bit like a mineshaft. Here, you’ll meet a few of the characters 

featured in the attraction. A sign tells you that you’re 

looking at Br’er Frog. You can see his silhouette rocking on a 

rocking chair through a nearby window. You’ll also see a bit 

of cross stitching hanging on the wall which reads, “Some 

Critters Ain’t Ever Gonna Learn,” a bit of foreshadowing of 

the story to come. A little further down is another cross 
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stitch reading, “You Can’t Ever Run From Trouble...No Place 

That Far.” Portraits of Br’er Rabbit, Br’er Bear, Br’er Fox and 

Br’er Goose hang further along, as does a picture of the 

Briar Patch, Br’er Rabbit’s home, and Chick-A-Pin Hill, the 

mountain you’re about to plunge down. Up ahead a bit, 

you’ll also see a painting of The Laughing Place. 

At this point, you’ll be given bags to store items in that 

you’d like to keep dry, and are given you’re last chance to 

bail out on the experience altogether. Once you go forward, 

there’s nothing left to do but to hope, pray, and plan to 

get soaked. Oh, and be aware, this is one of the longest 

attractions in the park, lasting approximately 12 minutes 

from beginning to end, plenty of time to contemplate that 

final plunge. 

Once you climb into your log, you’ll start floating towards 

a chain lift. Look off to your left as you ascend, and you’ll see 

Br’er Frog sitting on a porch next to a hanging lantern. He’s 

beginning to tell the story you’re about to experience as you 

pass him by. 

After leaving the chain lift, you’ll get a quick glimpse 

of the Briar Patch, just in front of the 56-foot drop that  

awaits you. This will also be the first real time you get wet. 

As you wind your way to another lift, you pass by the side 

of the drop, which is directly in the splash zone. There’s 

a better than good chance that a flume will be falling as 

you pass by, and water will be raining down on you in an 

enormous shower. 

When that refreshing experience is over, you begin 

climbing again. Your log then plunges into a river, which 

winds through a landscape of red rocks and boulders. Off 

to the left, you’ll see a cart advertising “Critter Elixir.” A little 

further on, there’s a house built into a barren tree, as well 

as a vegetable garden. On the right side of your boat there 

is a rickety looking rope bridge, as well as clothes hung out 

to dry. 

About this time, you’ll also hear the local critters start 

singing, “How Do You Do?” Several bird houses hang from a 

large tree next to the river. Taking a turn, you pass through 

a cave-like area. As it opens up, you can see the rickety old 

bridge spotted earlier, now up above you. Don’t look too long 

though, or you’ll miss the sign off to the right announcing 

that you’ve reached “Slippin’ Falls.” This is just a little warm 

up drop, which will give your boat enough momentum to 

carry you into the woods.

As you float inside, huge trees tower over either side of 

the river. Off to your left sit a group of bullfrogs in straw 

hats, along with a goose fishing in a small dingy. This is 

also where we get our first glimpse of Br’er Fox and Br’er 

Bear. Fox stands on Bear’s shoulders, plotting how to trap 

Br’er Rabbit. The wily rabbit stands a few feet further away, 

singing about how he feels restless for adventure. 

More critters wait on either side of the river, standing in 

front of their homes and talking. We also get to see Fox and 

Bear again in one of their many hapless attempts to capture 

Rabbit. Just to the right of the boat stands Fox, staring up 

in frustration at Bear, who has been snagged in their own 

trap and is dangling from a length of rope. Traveling just 

a bit further, we see a roadrunner perched atop a roof on 

the left side of the boat. He’s chatting about The Laughing 

Place, where he’s heard Br’er Rabbit is headed. The music 

transitions, and the animals begin singing, “Everybody’s 

Got a Laughing Place.” A directional sign points toward The 

Laughing Place.

The boat then passes by one of my favorite places in the 

attraction. It sits on the left side of the boat. There are a 

few more signs, pointing “Hither,” “Thither” and “Yon” and 

then you’ll see it: there is a door labeled Porky Pine, above 

which hangs a rope holding several lanterns. While the 

entire attraction is beautiful and charming, I’m partial to 

this little scene.

As the boat ventures further along, we catch another 

glimpse of Bear and Fox. The view of Bear is one for the ages: 

we simply see his enormous hindquarters. His legs rest on 

Fox’s shoulders. Fox is straining to hold him up, and Bear is 

explaining that all he can find in the hole he’s exploring are 

bees. 

But don’t worry, you won’t get stung. Just after passing 

Bear and Fox, you take another small plunge. This one is in 

the dark. You then pass under a whole cluster of beehives. 

Bear is off to the left and doing poorly again, this time 

dealing with a beehive on his nose. Further along, and still 

off to the left, Br’er Rabbit is rolling with laughter on the 

ground. Just behind him, Fox stands holding a beehive that 

he is about to drop on Rabbit’s head. 

Another short drop deposits us into a cavernous area 

filled with singing bullfrogs and geysers. The musical 

continues to sing the praises of The Laughing Place, but 

things are about to take an ominous turn. The boat passes 

into an eerily lit space, full of stalactites and stalagmites. 

Br’er Fox stands on the left bank, having captured Br’er 

Rabbit, who is stuck inside a beehive that drips honey. A sign 

tells us that we’re approaching Br’er Fox’s Lair.
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If you’re the praying type, now would be a good time to 

start. The boat begins climbing upward again, passing 

under a pair of rather sinister looking vultures. There’s not 

much else to see as you move through the darkness, leaving 

you nothing to contemplate but the light at the end of the 

tunnel, which is more bad news. That light comes just before 

the drop. Just before you reach it, you’ll see Br’er Rabbit tied 

to a stick, and the shadow of Br’er Fox. 

Spoiler alert: it’s all downhill from here. This is the 

attraction’s pièce de résistance, a 56-foot plunge down 

the side of Chick-A-Pin Hill and into the tangle of the Briar 

Patch. Fortunately, the good folks at Walt Disney World have 

strategically placed a camera to capture your look of utter 

terror as you take the plunge.

Assuming you’ve survived the drop (and I’m 93% certain 

you will) your log will proceed to travel through a few 

leisurely twists and turns outside. You’ll pass through more 

red rock while an instrumental version of “Zip-A-Dee-Do-

Dah” plays. Off to the right, you’ll pass by a waterfall…just 

in case you haven’t gotten splashed enough up to this point. 

The river winds back inside, taking you under a large 

banner that reads, “Welcome Home Br’er Rabbit!” A trio of 

pickin’ and grinnin’ alligators sit off to the left.  On the right 

side of the boat is the “Zip-A-Dee-Lady,” a river boat covered 

in lights and carrying a whole host of singin’ critters. We get 

a final glimpse of Br’er Fox and Br’er Bear, who are getting 

poked by the Briar Patch while a gator appears to have 

snagged a tuft of their fur in his mouth.

Before the ride reaches its end, we see Br’er Rabbit sitting 

in front of his house singing. He says he’s learned his lesson, 

but you can rest good money on the fact that he’ll get into 

trouble again, and sooner rather than later.

Photo ©Tim Foster
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