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Travel Tips & Disney Happenings
Enchanted Rose Now Open at Disney’s Grand  

Floridian Resort & Spa

If you’re looking for a unique place to share a variety of 

small plates like flatbreads, artisanal cheeses, short rib 

sliders, and white sturgeon caviar, then the Enchanted 

Rose is the place for you. Divided into four distinct areas, 

you’ll enjoy exquisite French furniture, a gorgeous chan-

delier, a garden room, and an outdoor patio reminiscent 

of the Beast’s garden terrace. A collection of wines from 

around the world serves as the center piece, but non- 

alcoholic mocktails are also available…so this is  

definitely a place the whole family can enjoy.

Disney’s Animal Kingdom Winter Tasting Sampler

With the Winter 2019 Tasting Sampler, Guest will re-

ceive a digital value card and enjoy a day’s worth of delec-

table foods and beverages from the park’s many kiosks, 

carts, and, during certain times, quick-service restau-

rants. For $50, Guests receive two digital value cards. The 

first, with a value of $50, doesn’t expire and can be used 

at over 40 outdoor food and beverage locations in the 

park. The second, with a value of $10, can be used at most 

of the quick-service restaurants after 4pm. The sec-

ond card must be used between December 22, 2019 and  

January 4, 2020. In addition, each purchase of the Tasting 

Sampler will include two reserved seats for the second 

showing of Rivers of Light: We are One, also redeemable 

during the same dates as the second digital card. 

Disney’s Hollywood Studios 2019 ‘Jingle Bell, Jingle 

BAM!’ Dessert Party

Disney’s Hollywood Studios has always been known 

for its unique and spectacular holiday offerings, and this 

year will be no different. With the return of the “Jingle 

Bell, Jingle BAM!” festive fireworks show starting Novem-

ber 8th, 2019 and continuing till January 5th, 2020, the 

only thing that could make it better is adding some fa-

vorite holiday treats. At the dessert party, you’ll have the 

opportunity to enjoy holiday-themed snacks, desserts, 

beer, wine, and non-alcoholic beverages while our favor-

ite chipmunks, Chip ‘n’ Dale, are waiting nearby, eager to 

meet you. Some of the highlights for this year include 

warm cheese fondue with pretzel bread, roasted 

onion dip with kettle chips, winter-spiced trail 

mix, Yule log cake, caramel apple verrine, a gingerbread 

martini, and of course hot chocolate. After you get your 

fill of tasty treats, you’ll head over to a reserved viewing 

area to see the spectacular fireworks show. Reserva-

tions are limited and now open …don’t miss out on this 

amazing seasonal event!

Early Morning Magic Returns to Magic Kingdom

Disney has announced that the popular Early  

Morning Magic event will be returning with new dates 

starting November 13, 2019 and extending well into 2020. 

The limited-entry, early access event will allow your  

family to enjoy attractions in Fantasyland like The Many 

Adventures of Winnie the Pooh, “it’s a small world,” Prin-

cess Fairytale Hall, and the Seven Dwarfs Mine Train. 

Also included is breakfast at Cosmic Ray’s Starlight Café, 

which includes favorites like scrambled eggs, bacon, pan-

cakes, breakfast potatoes, assorted pastries, and more. 

New ‘Epcot Forever’ Nighttime Spectacular, Epcot 

Experience Debuts October 1st

The Epcot Experience, located in the Odyssey Events 

Pavilion, is an in-depth look at the transformation un-

derway all around the park. A seamless 360-degree, floor-

to-ceiling screen plays a 12-minute film that highlights 

the different experiences that we’ll soon be able to en-

joy. In the center of the room, a 3D-model changes shape 

to match the film, and innovative projection mapping 

highlights special areas of the park. 

After dark, the Epcot Forever nighttime spectacular 

officially kicked off, replacing IllumiNations: Reflections 

of Earth. The temporary show will delight audiences un-

til the park’s next nighttime spectacular, “HarmonioUS” 

debuts in 2020. Epcot Forever is a presentation of lasers, 

fireworks, and colorful glowing kites that will light the 

night sky above World Showcase. 

  

Courtesy of Michael Renfrow, Owner and Head Conciear 

at CONCIEARS, your magical vacation concierge. Contact  

CONCIEARS for your next vacation to any of Disney’s magical 

destinations around the planet and prepare yourself for a level 

of service you won’t get anywhere else. Call 1-856-687-3277 or 

email him directly at mrenfrow@conciears.com to kick off 

your next adventure!
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Ghosts Come Out for a Swinging Wake at 
Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween Party 
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It’s Halloween season, and for Disney fans everywhere 

that can only mean one thing...Mickey’s Not-So-Scary  

Halloween Party! Even before the sun sets, you can delight in 

the autumn decorations that line the streets of the Magic 

Kingdom. Jack-o-lanterns, Mickey-shaped pumpkins, bales 

of hay, and orange buntings can be found pretty much 

everywhere you turn, particularly on the light posts run-

ning up and down Main Street, U.S.A., leading all the way to  

Cinderella Castle. 

Scarecrows surround you in Town Square, and you just 

might spot one dressed as an Emporium worker, or a base-

ball player from Casey’s Corner. 90 individually-themed 

carved pumpkins and over 23,100 feet of lights create a suit-

ably creepy setting as the sun goes down…all in prepara-

tion for the evening mischief that follows.

Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween Party is a hard-ticketed 

event, so the park is less crowded (especially as the evening 

wears on), making it a great time to experience some of 

your favorite attractions. 

Throughout the Magic Kingdom, you’ll find 13 locations 

to collect Halloween treats, including two special treat 

trails that have three times as much candy as the others! 

These special trails are located in Frontierland and between  

Tomorrowland and Storybook Circus. 

Apart from the trick-or-treat stops, Halloween-themed 

treats can be found everywhere, including a pumpkin-

spiced waffle sundae, mummy and candy corn cupcakes, the 

creepy ice cream cookie sandwich, candy corn cotton candy, 

and candy corn soft-serve ice cream. Special treat locations 

can be found at Storybook Treats, the Plaza Ice Cream Par-

lor, the Main Street Bakery, and Sleepy Hollow. 

And what’s a Halloween Party without a visit to the  

legendary Haunted Mansion? Throughout the evening, the 

Mansion is bathed in blue and green lighting and shroud-

ed in an eerie fog. Sisters Madame Carlotta and Madame  

Renata (nieces of Master Gracey), are on hand to entertain 

Guests with deathly tales. The two take turns materializing 

on the front lawn of the Haunted Mansion while answering 

questions and telling stories. 

In Frontierland, you might run into a barbershop quartet 

of “dead” cowboys who sing songs in the style of the Dapper 

Dans. They also like to answer Guests’ questions with groan-

inducing puns, all a part of their “dead” pan humor. 

Halloween Magic In the Skies

This year sees the debut of an all-new nighttime fireworks 

spectacular that lights up the night sky with a haunting  

display of ghoulish pyrotechnics. Jack Skellington, your host 

for the spectacle, spins a not-so-scary tale about how any-

thing can happen on Halloween night.

Jack’s ghost dog, Zero, brings everyone along on a trick-

or-treating adventure where four friends – Mickey Mouse, 

Minnie Mouse, Goofy and Donald Duck – find themselves 

drawn into a haunted house. Dancing skeletons, waltz-

ing ghosts, and mischievous Disney villains get together to  

create a hair-raising adventure. It all comes to life with 

state-of-the-art projection effects, lasers, lighting and  

dazzling fireworks.

6 · WDW Monthly Photos © Disney
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Mickey’s Boo-To-You Halloween Parade

One of the highlights of Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween 

Party is the spooktacular Mickey’s Boo-To-You Halloween 

Parade. The parade begins with an eerie voice: “When the 

air is filled with the chill of fall, he’s the one who leads them 

all…With a glowing pumpkin to light the way, he’s lurking 

to find his perfect brain…Beware the Headless Horseman is 

here.” That’s when the galloping Headless Horseman hurries 

past in search of a new victim. As the Horseman races out of 

view, Mickey, Minnie, and all their friends get things going 

by showing off their new Halloween costumes.

The creepy cavalcade continues as a host of characters 

wind their way through the darkened streets. You’ll see a 

gang of pirates cavorting on a giant pirate ship piloted by 

Captain Jack Sparrow and Captain Barbosa. Then there’s the 

Haunted Mansion float, complete with gravestones galore, 

the Deadly Dozen gravediggers, the ballroom ghost danc-

ers, and the three hitchhiking ghosts. But it’s not all ghosts 

and ghouls…lots of classic Disney characters join in on the 

fun, including Cluck from the 1934 Mickey Mouse cartoon 

short, Orphan’s Benefit, Clarabelle Cow, Big Al from the Coun-

try Bear Jamboree, Christopher Robin, Kanga, and Roo. Your 

favorite Pixar pals get to join in on the fun, too, including 

The Incredibles and Edna Mode, as well as Buzz Lightyear 

and alien explorers on a planetary float inspired by Pixar’s 

Toy Story films. Even Vanellope von Schweetz and the girls 

from Wreck-It-Ralph’s Sugar Rush are on hand to make sure 

there’s plenty of candy to go around during the parade. But 

what would a Halloween parade be without villains? Well, 

time to cower in fear, as the villains are all on hand to let 

you know that “it’s fun to be the one to make the good guys 

look bad.” If you can uncover your eyes, you’ll spot Maleficent,  

Jafar, Shenzi, Banzai and Ed, an even the Big Bad Wolf. Scared? 

Don’t be, Goofy is on hand to take the party up a notch as he 

rides down the avenue on his colorful Candy Co. Machine, 

which dispenses candy along the route to kids of all ages. 

 WDW Monthly • 9Photo © Tim Foster
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More Scares and More Chills!

New this year, when Guests follow a treat trail into the 

Monster World at Monsters, Inc. Laugh Floor, they’ll inter-

act with a comic entourage of monsters who are learning 

about the curious human-world holiday called Halloween.

Many park attractions will also be taking on a new, haunt-

ing veneer. All the lights are turned off in Space Mountain 

(as if it wasn’t dark enough!), hurtling Guests through the 

blackness of deep space to the sounds of a new hard-rockin’ 

soundtrack. 

A crew of live pirates invades Pirates of the Caribbean, 

making for a whole new swashbuckling quest for treasure. 

At the Mad Tea Party, special lighting and music enhance 

the nighttime experience to bring out the maddest hatter 

in everyone.

Over in Tomorrowland, the new DescenDANCE Party 

takes the stage at Cosmic Ray’s Starlight Café in Tomor-

rowland, where you can groove to a beat inspired by the 

“Descendants” Disney Channel movies. In Fantasyland, the 

Storybook Circus Disney Junior Jam is the place to party 

with all your favorite Disney Junior characters, including 

Doc McStuffins, Timon, and Vampirina. And new this year, 

Nancy Clancy from the hit Disney Junior series “Fancy Nancy” 

joins in on the fun!

Cruella’s Halloween Hide-a-Way 

Also new for this year, Cruella de Vil hosts a mix and  

mingle with her impossibly hip circle of friends at Tony’s 

Town Square Restaurant. This new reservations-only so-

cial promises a fun, festive atmosphere with themed music 

and décor matched with divine hors d’oeuvres, sweets, and 

drinks (including beer and wine). Guests can come and go 

throughout the night and enjoy prime parade-viewing spot 

reserved just for them. The party keeps rollin’ until 12:30 a.m.

Cruella’s Halloween Hide-a-Way ($99 per person, plus tax) 

is available only during Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween 

Party. Reservations are required and can be made at Disney-

world.com or by calling Disney Dining at (407) 939-3463.

Don’t miss your chance to join in on this ghoulish swing-

ing wake! Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween Party is truly a 

special event at the Magic Kingdom. We’ve only scratched 

the surface here, so if you ever find yourself in the Magic 

Kingdom during the Halloween season, you’ll definitely 

want to put this on your “must-do” list. And, if you decide you 

never want to leave, there’s always room for one more over 

at the Haunted Mansion...

Remaining dates for Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween 

Party include Oct. 17, 18, 20, 21, 24, 25, 27, 29, 31, and Nov. 1. Be sure 

to visit Disney.com for tickets and open dates. 
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I am not ashamed to admit that when it comes 

to the Pumpkin Spice craze which has swept the 

nation, and of course our beloved Disney, I am as ba-

sic as they come. When the clock strikes midnight 

on August 31st, everything from my coffee and cof-

fee creamer to my ravioli turns pumpkin. It’s not 

hard to find pumpkin everything in grocery stores 

and even at restaurants. But when it comes to find-

ing your favorite fall gourd goodies at Walt Disney 

World, we at Celebrations have rolled up our sleeves 

and done the dirty work for you (in this case, the 

deliciously sweet work!) and h(a)unted down all of 

the sweet pumpkin offerings to be found in Magic 

Kingdom this Fall season.

Sleepy Hollow: Liberty Square

Headless Horseman Cheesecake (a Mickey’s Not-

So-Scary Halloween Party Exclusive)

Of course it’s fitting that this little guy would 

be at Sleepy Hollow! This creamy pumpkin treat 

has replaced the pumpkin cheesecake dome (a 

former party exclusive found at the Main Street 

Bakery and Gaston’s Tavern during 2017). You know 

what I love about this decadent dessert (besides 

everything)? The perfectly paired creaminess of 

the cheesecake with chocolate cake layered in  

between! And it’s not just pumpkin-y, it’s pumpkin 

spice-y! If you are a pumpkin aficionado, like yours 

truly, you know the difference. Topped off with a 

beautiful orange glaze and chocolate pop rocks, 

this sweet dish is sure to give you that sugar rush 

you’ll need for the midnight “Boo to You!” Parade 

viewing!

Chocolate Mickey Waffle Sundae with 

Pumpkin Gelato (a Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween 

Party Exclusive)

If you love chocolate and pumpkin, you will love 

this plate! The heartiness of the chocolate waffle 

combined with the light sweetness of the pump-

kin gelato complement one another perfectly. A 

delightful, dark twist on the traditional Mickey 

waffle sundae, this treat is sure to be a hit for par-

ents and kiddos alike!

Finding Pumpkin Goodness 
at the Magic Kingdom by Britta Stephens
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Westward Ho: Frontierland

Cold Brew with Pumpkin Syrup

Most people think cold brew is plain ol’ brewed 

coffee with a few ice cubes thrown in, but in this 

case that couldn’t be further from the truth! Don’t 

get me wrong…I’ll enjoy the aforementioned bev-

erage on any hot day. But iced coffee is not cold 

brew, and it should be respected as such. This par-

ticular cold brew is a yummy marriage of sweet, 

spicy syrup and the rich flavor of the cold brew. 

With or without heavy cream, it’s the tastiest cup 

o’ mud in the wilderness! There are many different 

recipes for this delicious treat, but my personal fa-

vorite is this one from Disney’s very own Joffrey’s! 

https://joffreys.com/how-to-make-iced-coffee/

Auntie Gravity’s Galactic Goodies: Tomorrowland

Pumpkin Spice Soft Serve Sundae

Yes, this is as good as it sounds! Drizzled with 

caramel sauce and decorated with festive candy 

corns, this treat makes it easy to simultaneously 

beat the heat and get into the Halloween spirit. Of 

course, if you are a purist when it comes to your 

pumpkin treats, ask a Cast Member to serve it to 

you straight up, sans caramel and candy corn. 

Pumpkin Spice Milkshake

As sweet as Snow White and as rich as  

Cinderella (after the ball, of course) this is a unique 

delicacy that’s far from ordinary. Like any good 

milkshake, it’s adorned with a generous portion 

of whipped cream, but unlike most milkshakes, 

this one is topped off with candy pumpkins and 

a giant Mickey marshmallow straw! If you love 

ultra-sweet treats and pumpkin explosion, the 

pumpkin spice milkshake is a must try! 

Joffrey’s Coffee and Tea: Tomorrowland and 

Ferry Boat Entrance to Magic Kingdom

Pumpkin Brûlée Cold Brew 

Never in the history of coffee has there been a 

caffeinated beverage so perfectly balanced. The 

presentation of this cold brew alone is stunning. 

The separation of heavy cream as it cascades into 

the rich, dark coffee...bellissimo! Add to that the 

fact that Joffrey’s Coffee is never bitter (when 

prepared correctly), this drink is the perfect way 

to add a little pep in your step. 

Pumpkin Pie Latte 

If you want the illusion of coffee with all of the 

effects and none of the coffee taste itself, this 

one’s for you! The sweetness disguises the coffee 

flavor, which for some of us is not such a bad thing. 

This latte is available hot or iced and is available at 

Joffrey’s throughout Disney Parks during the Hal-

loween season. 

The Magic Kingdom is without a doubt the most 

festive of all the Disney parks when it comes to 

any holiday, and there is something extra magical 

about eating or drinking a decadent pumpkin treat 

in the middle of Main Street U.S.A., Before you know 

it, the ghoulish delights of Halloween will give way 

to Very Merry Christmas cheer! But for now, get to 

the Magic Kingdom and enjoy the spooky splendor 

of Halloween…with a little added pumpkin to your 

favorite dessert or cup o’ joe! 

Finding Pumpkin Goodness 
at the Magic Kingdom by Britta Stephens
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Dining 
Around  
the World   
the Epcot International 
Food & Wine Festival
This year’s Epcot International Food & Wine Festival 

brings a culinary mashup of global cultures and gour-

met innovations to World Showcase, featuring 30 festive 

food and wine marketplaces located in Future World and 

winding around the World Showcase promenade. New 

marketplaces include the Appleseed Orchard Marketplace, 

where you can pair apple-inspired beers, ciders and cock-

tails like the Apple Blossom Sky while nibbling on Char-

cuterie and Cheese. Brews, ciders and wines will be offered 

individually or as flights, and kids of all ages can enjoy a  

deliciously sweet Frozen Apple Pie drink.

The Alps Marketplace is a tasty new spot where you can 

dive into a dish of Warm Raclette Swiss Cheese with Baby 

Potatoes, Cornichons and Baguette, or Venison Stew with 

Crushed Potatoes paired with refreshing Frozen Rosé.

Other marketplaces include Africa, featuring the new  

Kenyan Coffee Barbecue Beef Tenderloin with sweet potato 

and corn mealie pap with Kachumbari slaw, and the Earth 

Eats marketplace, where you’ll find plant-based Cottage Pie 

with carrots, mushrooms, and peas topped with mashed 

cauliflower and white beans.

Family activities include Remy’s Ratatouille Hide & 

Squeak scavenger hunt, and the popular Candy Sushi in-

teractive experience. You can also enjoy the all-new Emile’s  

Fromage Montage, where you can sample a variety of  

delicious cheeses served in inventive ways. 

Throughout the event, you can dish with your favorite  

celebrity and Disney chefs, and book seats for tasting and 

dining events in Mexico, France, Italy, and other World 

Showcase pavilions.

Three times nightly, the Eat to the Beat Concert Series – 

249 concerts in all – will rev you up at the America Gardens 

Theatre stage through Nov. 19 with the biggest musical 

menu of top talent in the festival’s history. Eat to the Beat 

Dining Packages will let you choose your favorite restaurant 

for a delicious breakfast, lunch, or dinner, plus guaranteed 

concert seating that evening.

Popular TV chefs and other culinary icons will enter-

tain you and inspire your palates on select dates at festival 

seminars and other events. Big names on tap include Bryan 

Voltaggio, Kenny Gilbert, Jet Tila, Shaun O’Neale, Keegan  

Gerhard, Dan Pashman and Rock Harper.

Book & Bottle Signings by some of the world’s top  

vintners and chefs will return on select dates this year, in 

addition to “The Chocolate Experience: From Bean to the 

Bar,” hosted by Ghirardelli, offering you decadent samples 

of gourmet confections.

Culinary Demonstrations (available through Nov. 16) and 

Beverage Seminars (available through Nov. 17) will offer 

learning and tasting sessions on select days throughout the 

festival. The Epcot International Food & Wine Festival has 

become one of the most popular traditions at Walt Disney 

World, and this year’s line-up of culinary treats and celebrity 

appearances promises to make for an unforgettable experi-

ence that will tantalize both your mind and your palate. Bon 

appétit!
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Golden Malted Belgian Waffle with Berry Compote and  
Whipped Cream from the Belgium kiosk

Blueberry and Almond Frangipane Tart with Crème Fraîche and 
Almonds from the Alps kiosk

The Impossible Burger Slider served with Wasabi Cream and  
Spicy Asian Slaw on a Sesame Seed Bun at the Earth Eats kiosk

Pacifico True Striped Bass Tostada with Slaw and Fire-Roasted  
Tomatillo Sauce at the Coastal Eats kiosk
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Hope Estate “Wollombi Brook” Semillon 
Franklin Estates Chardonnay • 3 Rings Shiraz, Australia kiosk

Teriyaki-Glazed SPAM Hash with Potatoes, Onions and  
Spicy Mayonnaise, Hawai’i kiosk

Grilled Sweet-and-Spicy Bushberry Shrimp with Pineapple, Onion, 
and Snap Peas, Australia kiosk

Spice Crusted Verlasso Salmon with Quinoa & Ancient Grains,  
Crushed Avocado and Sherry Vinegar, Active Eats kiosk
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Ropa Vieja Empanada with Tomato Aioli, Islands of the  
Caribbean kiosk

Caribbean White Sangria, Islands of the Caribbean kiosk

Korma Chicken with Cucumber Tomato Salad, Almonds, Cashews, 
and Warm Naan Bread, India kiosk

Venison Stew with Crushed Potatoes, Alps kiosk

Photos ©Erik Johnson
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Walt Disney once said Epcot “would always be in 

a state of becoming” – it is a place that changes 

with the times. That spirit continues to be at the heart of  

Epcot, and Disney revealed many of the sweeping changes 

coming to the park at the D23 Expo, continuing the biggest 

transformation of any Disney park in history. Epcot will be 

completely reimagined, with four neighborhoods that will 

embody the original ideals of Epcot: World Showcase, World 

Celebration, World Nature, and World Discovery. 

World Showcase

While the eleven pavilions of World Showcase will contin-

ue to introduce Guests to different cultures and experiences, 

many of the pavilions will be receiving sweeping changes. 

The United Kingdom will be home to the first attraction 

inspired by Mary Poppins, and Guests will be able to visit the 

home of the Banks family for some magical experiences. 

In the France pavilion, Guests will be able to shrink down 

in size to Chef Remy from Ratatouille, with the opportunity 

to explore Gusteau’s restaurant on a wild adventure. The 

Impressions de France film will be joined by the new“Beauty 

and the Beast Sing-Along,” debuting in January 2020.

In addition, the China and Canada pavilions will be  

introducing new theatrical shows in 2020. Also in 2020,  

following the limited-time run of “Epcot Forever,” the new 

“HarmonioUS”will debut as the largest nighttime spectac-

ular ever created for a Disney park. It will celebrate how 

the music of Disney inspires people the world over, car-

rying them away harmoniously on a stream of familiar  

Disney tunes reinterpreted by a diverse group of artists 

from around the globe. 

World Celebration

Spaceship Earth will be the focal point of this reimagined 

land, designed to connect Guests to one another – and the 

world around them.

Spaceship Earth will be getting a new narration and an 

entirely new musical score, and will highlight the moments 

and ideas that define the story of humanity. Guests will fol-

low a magical “story light” that brings the entire experience 

to life in dynamic ways, giving each scene energy and beau-

ty that ties the entire journey together.

The area will also be home to new three-story structure 

that will not only provide a stunning view of the entire park, 

but also be the perfect place for live events, and the home 

base for Epcot’s Flower & Garden and Food & Wine festivals. 

The entryway will be totally reimagined, with a new 

fountain, new pathways, and beautiful green spaces, all  

paying homage to the origins of Epcot.

World Nature

Future World West, home to the Land and Seas pavilions, 

will be transformed into World Nature. Journey of Water, 

inspired by Moana, will feature a lush exploration trail that 

will invite Guests to meet and play with magical, living  

water. The water will have a life of its own – just like Moana’s 

friend, the ocean – and Guests will learn about the impor-

tance of the natural water cycle.

The Land pavilion’s new film, “Awesome Planet,” showcas-

ing the beauty, diversity and dynamic story of the planet, 

will debut in January 2020.

World Discovery

Guardians of the Galaxy: Cosmic Rewind will be the first 

“other-world” showcase pavilion at Epcot, occupying the 

space formerly home to the Energy pavilion. The attraction 

will feature a coaster that rotates 360 degrees, and will also 

feature the first reverse launch on a Disney coaster.

A new dining experience, Space 220, will open at Mission: 

SPACE. The new restaurant will be a culinary experience fea-

turing the celestial panorama of a space station, including 

daytime and nighttime views of Earth from 220 miles up.

ThePLAY! pavilion will invite Guests to explore an inter-

active city bursting with games, and experiences that will 

connect them with friends and beloved Disney characters 

like never before. Guests will have the chance to help legend-

ary fashion icon Edna Mode on her quest to rid the world 

of uninspired style, or make a splash competing in a water-

balloon fight hosted by Huey, Dewey, Louie and Webby!

It’s an exciting time at Epcot, and the best part is that the 

original concepts of discovery, imagination, and communi-

ty will remain at the heart of this unique park!

Epcot  Reimagined 

Artwork ©Disney
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Those of us who are Disney-obsessed may feel a certain 

sense of nostalgia for Disney’s Contemporary Resort, 

but even first-time Guests fall under the same “wow” spell 

when they get their first glimpse of this unique structure. 

The Contemporary Resort fascinates Guests of all ages 

and interests because its design is simply begging for us to 

learn more. Both kids and “grown up kids” alike are intrigued 

from the moment they catch sight of the monorail passing 

through the massive A-frame tower, but this architectural 

design is just the beginning of what makes the Contempo-

rary one of our favorites Disney resorts to explore. 

Picture this: You’re on your first visit to Walt Disney World, 

and everyone who knows about your trip shares one piece 

of advice with you: “Chef Mickey’s is a must-do!” Perhaps 

you’ve seen the Contemporary Resort from afar; maybe 

from a resort launch on your way to the Wilderness Lodge, 

or maybe even while flying high above the Magic King-

dom on the Astro Orbiter. But until you’ve stepped off the  

monorail into the Grand Canyon Concourse, you haven’t 

really experienced the awe of this truly unique Magic  

Kingdom Resort.

Explore the Grand Canyon Concourse 

Since most Guests get their first taste of the resort’s  

interior from the monorail platform, we’ll start our tour 

there. And while we’re here, be sure to look up (and down!). 

The vibrant mural that stretches 90 feet from floor to ceil-

ing adds a pop of color and personality to the resort’s main 

concourse, all while serving the more practical purpose of 

covering the main elevator shafts. 

The mural is called Pueblo Village, and it was designed 

by Disney Legend Mary Blair, who, in addition to her work 

on the Contemporary Resort, is well known for her contri-

butions to some of our favorite Disney animated films like  
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Alice in Wonderland and Cinderella, as well as the art design 

for “it’s a small world.” When it was time to craft new at-

tractions for the 1964-65 New York World’s Fair, Walt Disney 

personally requested her to take the lead on designing “it’s 

a small world.” (For more on “it’s a small world”, watch our 

Featured Attraction video! See page 34!)

Pueblo Village opened with the rest of the resort in 

1971, and represented Blair’s artistic vision of the Grand  

Canyon for the resort’s appropriately named Grand Canyon  

Concourse. The mural is made up of approximately 18,000 

hand painted and fire glazed tiles, and Blair captured the 

natural beauty of the American southwest with varying 

layers of near-primary colors, with her signature stylized 

characters interacting with the surrounding scenery. 

“Near-primary colors?” Part of what makes Mary Blair’s 

style so unique is her refusal to work with bland, realistic 

colors, and “simple” colors, which Blair thought of as flat. 

Though her style is known for its whimsical and beauti-

fully colored designs, you typically won’t find a standard 

red, green, or blue in the entire piece of work. Instead, you’ll 

discover varying shades from all across the color wheel,  

everything from peach, coral, and burnt orange to  

turquoise, deep blues, and mint.

Pueblo Village, as its name suggests, is a nod to Native 

American ceremonial artwork, specifically Navajo. The mu-

ral’s now famous “five-legged goat” is one of the most no-

table examples of the mural’s Navajo inspiration. Best seen 

from the monorail level, the five-legged goat stands atop 

one of the canyon’s plateaus, and while at first glance this 

may seem like a typo of sorts, it was 100% intentional. Blair’s 

research into Navajo art and culture revealed their belief 

that only their Great Spirit is capable of perfection, and 

so the five-legged goat was added to the mural to make it  

intentionally imperfect, as anything man-made would be. 

In total, it took Blair 18 months to create Pueblo Village, and 

it’s been inspiring Guests to dive deeper into the details of 

Disney resorts ever since. 

What’s in a Name?

But why is it called the Grand Canyon Concourse, and 

what was the inspiration behind the theme? To get a bet-

ter understanding of this, we’ll need to head back to the 

days when Walt Disney World was being conceptualized. In 

the early years of the Florida Project, the Magic Kingdom 

area resorts were originally intended to mirror different 

areas of the park, with the Contemporary “pairing up” with  

Tomorrowland. 

Unfortunately, the other resorts (including a handful of 

Photos ©Tim Foster



WDW Monthly • 27 

resorts that were originally planned but never built) didn’t 

follow through with this concept quite as well. While you 

could make the case that Disney’s Grand Floridian Resort 

represents Main Street U.S.A., the resort is much more opu-

lent than Main Street was ever meant to be, and as its name 

suggests, inspiration for the resort was actually drawn 

from turn-of-the-century Florida beach resorts. 

However, Disney’s Contemporary Resort did pair quite 

well with the theme of Tomorrowland, mirroring the land’s 

retro take on the future with its imposing A-frame struc-

ture and modern interior design. In the beginning, the re-

sort had more of a focus on the wonders of nature and how 

these wonders could connect to a more futuristic, contem-

porary vibe. As such, areas like the Grand Canyon Terrace 

Café, Mesa Grande Lounge, Outer Rim, and El Pueblo Room 

were all named in a similar fashion. These locations all exist 

today, albeit under very similar or slightly adjusted names, 

but in 1971, the emphasis on celebrating that connection 

to nature was much more prominent around the resort, 

hence “Pueblo Village” and “Grand Canyon Concourse.” 

Bring Your Appetite 

Even if you are not staying at the Contemporary Resort, 

there are plenty of reasons to visit. For one, riding the mono-

rail is a must-do on every Disney fan’s list, and we could fill 

an entire issue with reasons to “resort hop” and explore each 

of the resorts (especially around the holidays!). 

For foodies however, there are a myriad of reasons to 

hop off the monorail and explore the Contemporary, as it’s 

here that you’ll find some of the best restaurants and quick  

service eateries at Walt Disney World.

For a relaxing quick service lunch during your Magic  

Kingdom day, hop on the monorail or take a leisurely 

10-minute stroll to the resort and stop at the Contem-

po Café. The eats include sandwiches, soups, salads, and  

pastries, all freshly made and served at your table in the 

Grand Canyon Concourse. 

Chef Mickey’s is the ultimate must-do of character  

dining, especially for first-visits or birthday celebrations. 

Just be sure to make your reservations early, as this is one 

of the most popular Disney restaurants for families!

If you find yourself searching for a table service meal that 

won’t require a reservation, head to the lower lobby level 

and dine at “The Wave…of American Flavors.” The menu 

features regionally inspired new American cuisine, made 

with locally grown ingredients (with some of the fruits and 

vegetables even grown right in the Land pavilion in Epcot!). 

One of the best signature dining experiences on the 

monorail loop can also be found at this resort…or more 

specifically, high atop it. California Grill offers upscale  

dining on the 15th floor of the Contemporary Resort, with 

expansive views of the Magic Kingdom, and of course, the 

fireworks. 

And we’ve only scratched the surface of what Disney’s Con-

temporary Resort has to offer! The complex is also home 

to numerous recreational activities, the Disney Vacation 

Club Bay Lake Tower resort, boat transportation, and some 

uniquely Disney boutiques. Next time you find yourself look-

ing for a new restaurant or needing a quick break from the 

Magic Kingdom, head “next door” to Disney’s Contemporary 

Resort, and take in its retro digs for yourself!
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Hello! Bonjour! Hola! Salaam! Jambo! Welcome, my 

friends. It’s my honor to be your tour guide as we board 

the happiest cruise that ever sailed. That’s right! Follow me 

and we’ll depart on a journey around the globe aboard the 

boats of “it’s a small world” in Fantasyland. 

Though “it’s a small world” was an opening day attraction 

at the Magic Kingdom, its origins actually go all the way 

back to the 1964-65 New York World’s Fair. It was part of Pep-

si’s UNICEF pavilion and was titled “Children of the World.”  

When the attraction was being designed, Walt Disney said, 

“I need one song that can be easily translated into many 

languages and be played as a round.” I think you know the 

result. That memorable little tune was composed by Disney 

Legends Robert and Richard Sherman, who also wrote mu-

sic for films like Mary Poppins, The Aristocats, and The Jungle 

Book. In 1998, author Nigel Harrison declared the song, “the 

most performed composition in the world.” If you want to 

sing along, you’ll have to brush up on your foreign languag-

es. As you travel through the canals that lead you around 

the world, you’ll hear the song sung in English, Japanese, 

Swedish, Italian, and Spanish.

Before boarding your boat, look up and you’ll see Glocken-

spiel. That’s the name of the giant, grinning clock that adorns 

the castle at the beginning of the attraction. Every 15 min-

utes, Glockenspiel’s doors open to reveal the time. The design 

of the castle was created by Imagineer and Disney legend 

Rolly Crump and inspired by the artwork of Mary Blair.

The canal your boat travels in is known as the Seven  

Seaways, and it will take us around the world and back 

again. Here’s a little tip…throughout your journey, keep an 

eye out for the various representations of the sun found in 

the different scenes. Though the song assures us, “there is 

just one moon and one golden sun,” you’ll find that the sun is 

highly stylized to match its environs as we travel.

Our first port of call is the European continent. On the 

starboard side of your boat, you’ll see ice skating children 

and a group of nine toy soldiers playing drums. As you 

round the first bend, take a look off the port side of the 

boat and you’ll see one of the first major landmarks repre-

sented on the attraction. A replica of London’s Big Ben clock 

tower sits below a crescent moon. You’ll also note the famed  

London Bridge, though thankfully it isn’t falling down. 

Standing guard at the bridge are a pair of Yeoman Warders, 

known also as “beefeaters.” Turning your gaze to the other 

side of the canal will reveal another modern wonder of the 

world: the Eiffel tower, with a group of cancan dancers at its 

base. The Emerald Isle of Ireland is also represented in this 

room. Along with rolling hills, you’ll spy a rainbow leading to 
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a pot of gold protected by a pair of leprechauns. 

As we depart Europe, it might interest you to know that 

“it’s a small world” is present in five different Disney parks, 

spread across three continents. That means that at any 

given time of day, the attraction’s theme song is always 

playing. At Walt Disney World alone, the song will play 16,000 

times a day!

The next stop on our happy little cruise is the continent 

of Asia. If you look to your left, you’ll see the nation of Isra-

el represented by a bride and groom under a chuppah. In 

Jewish custom, the chuppah represents the home, as well 

as hospitality, making it a perfect symbol for the message 

of global community found throughout “it’s a small world.” 

Across from Israel, we see the nation of Greece. A young boy 

plays pan flutes in front of the ruins of the Parthenon. Com-

pleted in 438 B.C., this masterpiece of classical Greek archi-

tecture and art was built in honor of the goddess Athena, 

who was associated with wisdom. However, it’s far from 

the only artistic wonder in the area. As we round the next 

bend in the Seven Seaways, take note of the great Taj Ma-

hal in India. Declared one of the “New Seven Wonders of the 

World” this marble mausoleum was commissioned in 1632 

by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan. It’s also worth taking a 

moment to appreciate the children on flying carpets above 

you. The carpets spin via a turntable, while a mechanical 

arm moves in the opposite direction. The fronts of the car-

pets are attached to the arm, which lengthens and short-

ens the cables, causing the carpets to bob up and down.

As we leave Asia, we find we’ve sailed to the continent of 

Africa. Looking port side, you’ll see a representation of the 

Great Sphinx of Giza bobbing his head to the music. You’ll 

also see the Great Pyramid of Giza, the last surviving won-

der of the ancient world. Perhaps one of the most beloved 

characters on “it’s a small world” can be found in Africa: 

the winking hippopotamus. You’ll spot a number of other 

whimsical critters here as well: laughing hyenas, monkeys, 

giraffes, and a pink elephant. If you’re eagle-eyed, you might 

also spot a Hidden Mickey. Just before the giraffes, you’ll see 

a vine with leaves hanging from it. Look a bit closer, and it 

becomes clear that the leaves are cut in the shape of the 

Magic Kingdom’s favorite mouse. 

Our next destination is South America, and it is one of 

the attraction’s most dynamic and engaging areas. And it’s 

no wonder...in 1941, Walt Disney and a group of artists and 

Disney employees (lovingly dubbed ‘El Grupo’) traveled to 

Central and South America as part of a ‘goodwill tour’ in-

stigated by the U.S. government. One of the artists on the 

journey was Mary Blair. During this time, she began experi-
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menting with what she described as her “explosion of color” 

style. That brilliant use of color is wonderfully evident in the 

South American portion of “it’s a small world.” The first ob-

ject to catch your eye will likely be the giant sun, which sits 

dead ahead of the boat as we enter the room. The beams of 

the sun seem to radiate light. Once again, Imagineers made 

use of a turntable. A mirrored version of the sun rotates be-

hind the sun, creating the brilliant effect. 

In addition to the brilliant colors, there are several de-

lightfully quirky characters in this area. As we enter South 

America, take a look to your left and you’ll see penguins in 

top hats. Directly beneath the sun, you’ll spot another fan  

favorite: a cactus strumming a guitar. Before departing, 

we’ll also travel through the rain forest. While there, take a 

look off the left side of the boat to see a rather dapper look-

ing jaguar standing beneath an umbrella. 

After departing from South America, our cruise heads 

straight to the South Pacific. We start by passing by Hawaii, 

the first representation of the United States on the tour. A 

group of hula dancers are performing, filling the area with a 

genuine sense of ‘aloha.’ The South Pacific area also gives us 

a look at the wildlife of Australia. After we pass Hawaii, we 

see a group of platypuses playing. We’ll also pass a mother 

kangaroo and her joey, as well as several koalas and a dingo.

On the other side of the ship, we get a look at a group of 

flying fish, which spin just behind the scenery, creating the 

illusion that they are flying over the waves of the Pacific 

Ocean. Before leaving, we also catch sight of that flightless 

avian curiosity: the kiwi bird, the national symbol of New 

Zealand.

As our journey draws to a close, we find ourselves in the 

grand finale of “it’s a small world.” In this brilliant, white room, 

we see children from every country and culture. The decor 

resembles that of a carnival or World’s Fair (fitting in that the 

attraction debuted at one), complete with merry-go-round, a 

roller coaster, Ferris wheel, and several stages featuring danc-

ers and musicians. We also get the only other representation 

of the United States in this room: As our little vessel exits the 

finale, you can see a cowboy and Native American child.

With that, we arrive back in port, ready to head back onto 

dry land and carry Disney’s message of community and  

optimism out into the great big world which, as it turns out, 

isn’t so big after all!

With that, my friends, I bid you so long! Adios! Sayonora! 

Kwaheri! Au Revoir! Auf Wiedersehen, and we’ll see ya’ again 

real soon!
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Take a virtual tour of “it’s a small world”  
in our newest Magical Moments video!!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_wRKcjaXRs
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Mu6ullqG50
https://wdwcupcakes.com/
https://wdwcupcakes.com/
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